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524 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 9/18/01 by Ann Ruffer;
found dead 3/23/02 at Stockton,
San Joaquin Co., CA; reported by
Mike Luksic.

525 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 12/12/01 by Terryann
Halloran; trapped again 12/14/01
by Ralph Pericoli; found injured
12/18/01 at San Rafael, Marin Co.,
CA; reported by Jackie Walton,
Wildcare, San Rafael. Later died.

526 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 10/9/01 by Ann Ruffer;
found dead by injury 1/31/02 at
San Francisco, San Francisco Co.,
CA; reported by the Peninsula
Humane Society.

527 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 10/31/01 by Terryann
Halloran; found dead due to wire
or tower strike 11/24/01 at Middle
Two Rock Road, Sonoma Co., CA;
reported by Don Waxman.

528 Adult Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 11/27/01 by Steve Dumdei;
found dead 3/5/02 at Petaluma,
Sonoma Co., CA; reported by
Steve Coffin.

529 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 12/11/01 by Lee Morse;
found dead 1/25/02 at Petaluma,
Sonoma Co., CA; reported by
Veana Pearson.

530 Adult Red-tailed Hawk
banded 10/17/01 by Toby Rohmer;
found dead hit by car 11/22/01
at Daly City, San Mateo Co., CA;
reported by Jen Keefer-Stokley,
Peninsula Humane Society.

531 Juvenile female Sharp-
shinned Hawk banded 9/27/00 by
Steve Rock; found injured 4/7/02
at Santa Monica, Los Angeles Co.,
CA; reported by Neil Deruyter.

532 Juvenile female Sharp-
shinned Hawk banded 9/19/00 by
Greg Gothard; caught live 4/15/02

at Salinas, Monterey Co., CA;
reported by Susan Rianda.

533 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 11/3/01 by Will Rodriguez;
found dead 2/15/02 at Sunol
Regional Park, Alameda Co., CA;
reported by William Zagotta.

534 Juvenile male Cooper’s Hawk
banded 10/8/99 by Dan Gottsegen;
found dead from striking object
other than wires or tower 4/14/02
at Occidental, Sonoma Co., CA;
reported by Michelle Tatersall.

535 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 11/18/01 by Claire
Gallagher; found dead 1/25/02 at
China Camp State Park, San Rafael,
Marin Co., CA; reported by Diony
Gamoso.

536 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 9/17/95 by Christina
Kemmler; found dead 4/30/02 at
St. Helena, Napa Co., CA; reported
by Marshall Riddle.

537 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 8/19/00 by Mitch Skinner;
found dead as bones 6/30/02 at
Courtland, Sacramento Co., CA;
reported by Curtis Jennings.

538 Juvenile female Cooper’s
Hawk banded 9/21/94 by Lynn
Bantley; found dead 6/11/02 at
Berkeley, Alameda Co., CA; report-
ed by Jane Dremman. A local
breeding bird in a north Berkeley
neighborhood since at least 2001,
this hawk was found dead in a
backyard very close to its nest
(CHINS Report 2002). Ms. Drem-
man had seen the same hawk alive
on 6/4/02 in her yard. Cause of
death was not apparent. Over the
next few weeks, the male continued
to supply prey for the five fledglings
until all dispersed from the area.

539 Adult Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 11/23/91 by Kathy Balint; found
dead as bones 6/14/02 at Los Gatos,
Santa Clara Co., CA; reported by

Robin Kelley. “I found this hawk
during a morning hike. There
appeared to be some damage to
the rib cage. The wings were spread
and the hawk was on its stomach
with the head turned to the right.
While the hawk lived, it used to sit
in all of its splendor on the branch-
es of a partially dead tree on top of
a ridge. There are no other Red-
tailed Hawks visiting the tree or the
sky within my view and it’s a shame
I no longer see this beautiful bird.
It’s a mystery to me what caused the
hawk’s death and why it was so easi-
ly found on a private road in the
Santa Cruz Mountains. Old age?
Bad food source? I’m pretty certain
it wasn’t West Nile Virus, as it had-
n’t been in California at that time.”

540 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 9/1/95 by Jimi Scheffel;
found injured, later died 8/14/02
at Los Altos, Santa Clara Co., CA;
reported by Karen Hoyt, the Penin-
sula Humane Society.

541 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 10/5/01 by Buzz Hull;
found dead 10/17/02 at Menlo
Park, San Mateo Co., CA; reported
by Ellie Engelmore.

542 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 11/3/95 by Russ DeLong;
found dead 10/21/02 at Anacortes,
Skagit Co., WA; reported by
Richard Grill.

543 Juvenile male Sharp-shinned
Hawk banded 8/20/96 by Jennifer
Rivas; trapped 9/20/96 at Palo-
marin, near Bolinas Marin Co.,
CA; reported by Sanja Hinic, Point
Reyes Bird Observatory. Hawk
mistnetted and released during
PRBO’s long-term landbird
monitoring operations.

544 Juvenile male Sharp-shinned
Hawk banded 9/30/00 by Nancy
Mori; trapped 3/31/01 at Palo-
marin, near Bolinas Marin Co.,
CA; reported by Sanja Hinic,
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PRBO. Hawk mistnetted and re-
leased during PRBO’s long-term
landbird monitoring operations.

545 Juvenile male Sharp-shinned
Hawk banded 9/25/95 by Laura
Cholodenko; trapped 10/24/95 at
Palomarin, near Bolinas Marin Co.,
CA; reported by Sanja Hinic,
PRBO. Hawk mistnetted and re-
leased during PRBO’s long-term
landbird monitoring operations.

546 Juvenile male Sharp-shinned
Hawk banded 10/23/97 by Pete
Gaughan; trapped 11/12/97 at
Palomarin, near Bolinas Marin
Co., CA; reported by Sanja Hinic,
PRBO. Hawk mistnetted and re-
leased during PRBO’s long-term
landbird monitoring operations.

547 Juvenile female Cooper’s
Hawk banded 9/26/01 by David
Fix; trapped 11/13/01 at Palomarin,
near Bolinas Marin Co., CA; re-
ported by Sanja Hinic, PRBO.
Hawk mistnetted and released
during PRBO’s long-term landbird
monitoring operations.

548 Juvenile American Kestrel
banded 9/9/00 by Shari McDougal;
found dead 11/23/02 at Pt. Arena,
Mendocino Co., CA; reported by
Jeanette King.

549 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 9/16/00 by Craig Nikitas;
found dead 12/2/02 at Klamath, Del
Norte Co., CA; reported by Melissa
Bukosky, California Department of
Fish and Game, Eureka.

550 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 10/25/95 by Neal Jo-
hannsen; found dead 12/8/02 at
Clinton, Island Co., WA; reported
by Lori Jackintell.

551 Juvenile female Sharp-shinned
Hawk banded 9/17/99 by Randy
Breaux; found dead 12/22/02 at El
Cajon, San Diego Co., CA; reported
by Garrett Sanchez.

552 Adult Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 12/15/97 by David Jesus; found
dead as bones 1/16/03 at Woodland
Hills, Los Angeles Co., CA; reported
by Thomas Lee.

553 Juvenile female Sharp-
shinned Hawk banded 8/19/00 by
Nancy Mori; found dead 1/19/03
at Knights Landing, Yolo Co., CA;
reported by David Brown.

554 left out for now – information
is contradictory

555 Juvenile female Cooper’s
Hawk banded 18/26/01 by Diane
Horn; found dead 2/1/03 at Santa
Clara, Santa Clara Co., CA; report-
ed by Kellan Koke.

556 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 11/27/01 by Jennie Rhine;
found injured, later released
11/7/02 at Millbrae, San Mateo Co.,
CA; reported by the Peninsula
Humane Society.

557 Juvenile female Sharp-
shinned Hawk banded 9/23/01 by
Jean Perata; found dead 2/8/03 at
Bakersfield, Kern Co., CA; reported
by Dwayne Levingston.

558 Juvenile female Sharp-shinned
Hawk banded 9/15/95 by Buzz Hull;
found injured, later released 1/1/03
at Santa Ana, Orange Co., CA; re-
ported by Dr. Scott Weldy.

559 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 12/16/88 by Bill Prochnow;
band found 9/12/02 at Klamath
Lake, Klamath Co., OR; reported by
Doug Jackson.

560 Juvenile female Sharp-shinned
Hawk banded 9/24/01 by Craig
Nikitas; found dead after striking
object other than wires or tower
2/27/03 at La Crescenta, Los Angeles
Co., CA; reported by Pat Barton.

561 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 8/26/91 by Diane Kisich;
found dead 2/17/03 at Lodi, San

Joaquin Co., CA; reported by
Urban Stroy.

562 Juvenile male Sharp-shinned
Hawk banded 10/25/02 by Steve
Rock; found dead 11/26/02 at
Atascadero, San Luis Obispo Co.,
CA; reported by Charles Woodard.

563 Juvenile male Sharp-shinned
Hawk banded 9/14/02 by Kathy
Bouvier; found dead 10/9/02 at
Torrance, Los Angeles Co., CA;
reported by Dirk Voerman.

564 Juvenile female Sharp-
shinned Hawk banded 9/21/02 by
Mitch Skinner; found dead 11/7/02
at Agoura Hills, Los Angeles Co.,
CA; reported by Carl Kruppa.

565 Juvenile female Sharp-
shinned Hawk banded 9/10/02 by
John Payne; found dead 11/8/02
at Sonoma, Sonoma Co., CA;
reported by George Weiner.

566 Juvenile female Sharp-
shinned Hawk banded 9/30/02 by
John Keane; found dead 10/1/02 at
Sausalito, Marin Co., CA; reported
by Maja Ramsey.

567 Juvenile female Cooper’s
Hawk banded 10/2/02 by John
Ungar; found dead 10/9/02 at the
Marin Headlands, Marin Co., CA;
reported by Erika Noel.

568 Juvenile female Cooper’s
Hawk banded 9/29/02 by John
Keane; found dead 10/12/02 at
Cherry Valley, Orange Co., CA;
reported by Lester Nolte.

569 Juvenile female Cooper’s
Hawk banded 9/8/02 by Dian
Langlois; found dead 3/17/03 at
Lake Havasu City, Mohave Co.,
AZ; reported by Lester Nolte.

570 Juvenile female Cooper’s
Hawk banded 9/10/02 by Jenn
Schulzitski; found dead 12/4/02 at
Santa Ynez, Santa Barbara Co., CA;
reported by Donald Peterson.
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571 Juvenile female Cooper’s
Hawk banded 9/18/02 by Audrey
Sabol; found dead 12/1/02 at Ap-
tos, Santa Cruz Co., CA; reported
by Jonathan Collins.

572 Juvenile female Cooper’s
Hawk banded 9/30/02 by Buzz
Hull; found dead 10/31/02 at
Mission Hills, Santa Barbara Co.,
CA; reported by Alfredo Romo.

573 Juvenile female Cooper’s
Hawk banded 10/16/02 by Ben
Lavender; found dead 2/27/03 at
Los Angeles, Los Angeles Co., CA;
reported by Herbert Miner.

574 Juvenile female Cooper’s
Hawk banded 10/7/02 by David
Jesus; found dead 11/18/02 at San
Jose, Santa Clara Co., CA; report-
ed by Mary Murphy.

575 Juvenile female Cooper’s
Hawk banded 9/18/02 by Jenn
Schulzitski; found dead 12/8/02
at Chualar Canyon, Monterey Co.,
CA; reported by Donald Peterson.

576 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 10/19/02 by David Fix;
found due to striking object other
than wires or tower 10/31/02 at
Fremont, Alameda Co., CA; report-
ed by Ohlone Humane Society,
Fremont. Died in captivity.

577 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 10/30/02 by Mamiko
Kawaguchi; found dead 12/02/02 at
San Luis Obispo, San Luis Obispo
Co., CA; reported by Larry Meak.

578 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 9/17/02 by Ashley Sexton;
found dead 11/22/02 at Tracy, San
Joaquin Co., CA; reported by Gina
Van Koompenburg.

579 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 10/6/02 by Ben Lavender;
found dead 1/31/03 at Guadalupe,
State of Zacatecas, Mexico; report-
ed by Alfredo Romo.

580 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 12/1/02 by Marc Blumberg;
found dead 12/05/02 at San Fran-
cisco, San Francisco Co., CA; re-
ported by Daniel Gomez.

581 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 12/17/02 by Eric Jepsen;
found dead 1/27/03 at San Mateo
Co., CA; reported by Peninsula
Humane Society, San Mateo.

582 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 10/11/02 by Greg Gothard;
found dead 1/29/03 at Pescadero,
San Mateo Co., CA; reported by
Warham Stejer.

583 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 10/29/02 by Lynn Bantley;
found dead 12/3/02 at Los Angeles,
Los Angeles Co., CA; reported by
Bryon Goligoski.

584 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 12/25/02 by Greg Gothard;
found dead 1/17/03 at Belvedere,
Marin Co., CA; reported by Chuck
Kamanski.

585 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 9/22/02 by Joyce Wong;
found dead 12/15/02 at Petaluma,

Marin Co., CA; reported by Brina
Condon.

586 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 12/4/02 by Rob Allen; found
dead 12/22/02 at Sylmar, Los Ange-
les Co., CA; reported by John Mar-
tin, US Fish and Wildlife Service.

587 Juvenile female Sharp-
shinned Hawk banded 9/26/02 by
Rob Allen; found dead 3/27/03 at
Rancho Palos Verdes, Los Angeles
Co., CA; reported by Pat Carroll.

588 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 10/28/02 by Ben Lavender;
found dead as bones 3/20/03 at
Stockton, San Joaquin Co., CA;
reported by David Varnes.

589 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk
banded 1/1/03 by Steve Rock;
found dead on highway 3/6/03 at
Suisun, Solano Co., CA; reported
by SMNHA, Suisun City.

Compiled by Buzz Hull and Allen
Fish. Some research and corre-
spondence organized by Marion
Weeks with help from Ann Ruffer
and Greg Brown.
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[GREG GOTHARD]
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Our group, a mix of professional biol-

ogists and volunteers, was conducting

bird surveys in several locations in the

south and west of Cuba. It was a two-

part effort; we were taking counts to

get a baseline number and also trying

to come up with a standardized

methodology that could be used by

future birding and tour groups to con-

tinue counts in these areas.

Cuba has been separated from the

mainland for over 30 million years,

which helps explain the large number

of endemics—29 endemic birds, with

several more soon to be split from

continental species. I’d been interested

in the Cuban subspecies of American

Kestrel (Falco sparverius sparverioides)

even before my trip, and it was exciting

to see them in the field.

The most distinctive feature of Cuban

Kestrels is their plumage. They come

in two morphs, white and red. The

two morphs interbreed freely and are

distributed evenly around their range.

You see more of the whites, but that’s

partly because they shine like little

white beacons in the treetops. (When

a mixed pair breeds, the offspring are

a mix of red and white, not pink.)

Both white- and red-morphs lack the

rufous crown patch seen in continen-

tal kestrels, although sometimes a

very faint color can be seen. The

white-morph looks like a very pale

version of the kestrels I’m used to in

California. They are unmarked or

very lightly marked on the breast, bel-

ly, and flanks, and where the plumage

on continental birds is buffy or tawny,

the white-morph birds are a bright

white. Backs and tails are similar in

color to our birds, though often light-

ly marked. The mustache mark is

very narrow, and there is more white

on the face, especially in the cheeks

and forehead.

Red-morph birds are a dark, brick

red below, though they still don’t

show much marking, other than

some streaking on the females’ sides.

The color on their backs and tails is

somewhat darker than on continental

kestrels—especially noticeable in the

blue areas on males, but their backs

are not marked much more than on

THE COOLNESS OF KESTRELS
TRANSCENDS LANGUAGE BARRIERS

n Siobhan Ruck
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THE RED-TYPE FEMALE CUBAN KESTREL SHOWS A

RICHER RUSTIER UNDERPLUMAGE COMPARED TO HER

CONTINENTAL SISTERS. [SIOBHAN RUCK]

I
N FEBRUARY 2003, I WAS FORTUNATE enough to join a Pro/Am group to study the birds
of Cuba organized by Julie Craves of the Rouge River Bird Observatory (University of
Michigan at Dearborn). We were joined by several Cuban naturalists, most notably

Orlando Garrido, author of Field Guide to the Birds of Cuba, and William Suarez, of the
Cuban Museum of Natural History, a researcher who specializes in paleo-ornithology.
Both were very generous in sharing their knowledge of the island’s birds.
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our birds. Their mustache is slightly smaller

than the North American birds, and the

white areas on their faces are dusky.

Both Garrido and Suarez

described differences in size (theirs are

smaller) and behaviors be-

tween the North American

birds who winter on the island

and the resident Cuban birds.

Without going into excruciat-

ing detail, chief differences

are: (1) how they use the habi-

tat (for both hunting and

perching), (2) variability in

prey preference and habitat

selection, and (3) their reac-

tion to human presence.

I asked if the continental and

Cuban Kestrels are known to

interbreed, and was told that

the former are not known to

breed on the island; ergo, no

interbreeding. (It seems like-

ly that the Cuban Kestrels will

be split into their own species at some

point.)

Kestrels aren’t the only Cuban attraction for

raptor lovers. There is an endemic accipiter,

Gundlach’s Hawk. The Cuban subspecies of

Common Black-Hawk is being split out as

Cuban Crab Hawk, and their Hook-billed

Kites will likely become a full species as well.

(Since returning, I’ve also learned that there

is a Cuban subspecies of Broad-winged –

wish I’d known that when we saw a few.)

And, in case you feel homesick, large num-

bers of North American migrants pass over

the island and many winter there.

Going back into the fossil record provides

even more raptorial delights – a kestrel-sized

falcon that was able to fly, but preferred to

run down its prey; a six-foot-tall hawk; a

very large eagle (Gigantohierax suarezi); and a

condor (Gymnogyps varoni). The nighttime

was not much better for edible prey, with a

giant owl that stood over a meter and a half

(Ornimegalonyx oteroi), another large owl

(Bubo osvaldi), and two species of barn-owls

(Tyto noeli and T. riveroi). The island never

had large mammalian predators, so birds

filled their niches in the ancient ecosystem.

Geographic isolation has created a rich and

diverse fauna on Cuba; political isolation has

slowed the human development that threat-

ens so many other parts of the Americas.

Change will come to the island sooner or

later, which adds a sense of urgency to raptor

monitoring studies like ours.

NOTE TO READER: Birders’ Exchange has

started a specific Cuba Initiative, to help get

binoculars and other bird study tools to the

island in spite of the blockade. For more

info, check out www.americanbirding.org.
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A PALE-TYPE MALE

CUBAN KESTREL

TAILCHASES HIS FE-

MALE COUNTER-

PART IN THE JUN-

GLES OF BERNEJA,

NEAR THE BAY OF

PIGS. [SIOBHAN

RUCK]
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C
OMING BACK FROM OREGON, I drop into Cali-

fornia at Dorris, a bordertown that boasts the

tallest flagpole in the state, and a restaurant/

cowboy bar named Malfunction Junction. I check into

the Golden Eagle Motel, whose owner now recognizes

me as someone who comes to watch hawks. For the past

three summers, I have volunteered to help Brian Wood-

bridge of the US Forest Service monitor Swainson’s Hawk

nest sites and band the adults and chicks. I read about

the opportunity to volunteer with Brian in 1999 in a

GGRO newsletter. Then after reading about Klamath

Basin raptors in the Pacific Raptor Report, I was hooked.

Strangers are noticed in this valley. But all I had to say

was that I was here to watch the hawks, and I was in.

They all have a story to tell about raptors. From the

grocery clerks to the inspectors at the California Agricul-

ture station, from the waitstaff at Sharon’s Restaurant to

the cashiers at the Texaco, from the ranchers to the fire-

fighters at Goosenest Ranger Station. One rancher told

me about a Bald Eagle that followed him around in the

fields, flying from fenceposts to trees, watching as he

worked the land. The eagle would come back each spring

and start the cycle again.

For each of the last three summers, I’ve spent only a week

here in Butte Valley, but when I am here, I am home. I

drive down Sheep Mountain Road each July, and I hear

the cry of a Swainson’s Hawk. I know which tree these

two adults have nested in, where they have raised chicks

for the past three years. Today, I stop my car and get out.

They come, the two adult Swainson’s, flying toward me,

then circling overhead. I close my eyes and listen to their

angry warning cries. I lift my binoculars and look to the

top of the juniper. There are two chicks this year; I can

see their fuzzy white heads above the rim of the nest.

I write in my journal: “July 10—first stop off 97 going

north—2 chicks in high nest. Parents not around. Got

pictures.” I continue on down the road to the foot of

Mahogany Mountain. This is where a rancher once asked

three of us—all volunteer nest-watchers—if we were

SWAINIES OF THE
BUTTE VALLEY

n Kathy Fraser Odell
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GGRO BANDER AND USFS VOLUNTEER STEPHEN WILSON RELEASES A SWAINSON’S HAWK BACK TO THE BUTTE VALLEY GRASSLANDS. [JIM SHEA]
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“environmentalists” before he allowed us to walk his

property. All of the ranchers in Butte Valley know about

Brian’s work with the Forest Service, and if I say I’m

working for him, that’s the magic word to get me onto

their property. I met only one rancher in three years who

wouldn’t allow us on his land, and that was because he

was being protective of “his hawks.”

Many mornings at dawn, I stop on the side of one of the

roads that crisscross the valley. I get out my binoculars

and point them in any direction, and find raptors. There

are Golden Eagles here. There are Bald Eagles, Prairie

Falcons, Ferruginous Hawks, American Kestrels, Red-

tailed Hawks, and even Northern Harriers. But I come

for the Swainson’s. “Mount Hebron—drove to RR tracks,

down gravel road—saw antelope in field. Adult BE shar-

ing kill with four TVs.” Trains come through Butte Valley

day and night. Wherever I am in this valley, I hear the

wail of the train whistle. The open, endless space here

gives a feeling of freedom and joy. But when I want to

see hawks, I follow the mowers. Irrigation rings cover

most of the fields, and you might see five species of rap-

tors lined up along these rings. Dawn is the best time to

see them. Ground squirrels stick their heads out of their

holes every four or five feet. It is comical to look at them.

“Squirrels watch me,” I wrote in my journal.

That morning, after the mowers left, there was a juvenile

Bald Eagle, looking like someone had splattered white

paint onto his dark feathers. He looked bewildered by all

the activity. Lined up next to him were adult and juvenile

Goldens, Redtails, Ravens, Swainson’s, adult Balds, and

TVs. All were lined up together watching the ground

squirrels. I realized the squirrels were watching me as I

leaned against my car. Everyone’s watching everyone

here. “Drove down Sheep Mountain Road—so quiet—

thermals not up yet.” In a Pacific Raptor Report article

on raptor-touring the Klamath Basin, Allen Fish wrote,

“When the ground squirrels are visibly running, this

region can be hilariously thick with raptors.” What was

surprising to me was seeing so many adult Bald Eagles

sharing kills with TVs. I also saw Swainson’s Hawks

hunting like Harriers, but they generally spent a lot of

time perching on the ground like Ferruginous Hawks.

They fed heavily on grasshoppers and crickets, as well

as on small animals.

Driving down any road, I see hawks sitting on telephone

poles, treetops, and fenceposts. I expect to see as many

Swainson’s as Redtails. The perched Redtails show more

neck than the Swainies. I begin to be able to identify

them without binoculars. “Coffee smells so sweet here in

morning in Butte Valley.” We start hiking through the

scrub and dry grass at 5:30 AM. We start before dawn

cause it gets very hot, and this is the best time to set up

mistnets for trapping the Swainson’s.

O
N THE FIRST DAY IN A NEW AREA, we look for new

nests, check on previously successful nests, and

count the chicks. We keep journal notes on the

locations, on the ages of chicks, and on the best place to

set up nets for the next morning. (The last two summers,

I worked with Chris Briggs, who was a GGRO intern in

2000.) I love tramping through the sage and scrub. I

find bleached bones, scat, lava, a coyote skeleton, animal

tracks, and feathers. “Under tree found old pellets, feath-

ers, down on limbs, lots of scat. No signs of current use.”

Brian taught us how to look for Swainson’s Hawk nests.

They like the tops of trees, mostly junipers near open

fields. Nest-searching reminded me of the childhood

game “Hotter, hotter, colder, colder,” except that the

hidden prize this time was a Swainson’s nest with chicks.

We hike for miles through sage and junipers, along lava-

strewn hillsides, into deep valleys, watching the sky. We

are getting close (hotter); we hear a far-off cry from a

Swainson’s. The closer we get to the nest, the closer the

adults fly, the louder and more urgent their cries. We

spread out, covering more distance and checking more

trees. I hear a distant yell. It’s Chris, and he has found

the nest. We all come running. The pair is now circling

the tree, and they are close and very loud. Two Swain-

son’s are in my binocular view at the same time, one a

dark morph. I almost trip and fall backwards.

Chris climbs the tree carefully. It’s a thick-limbed juniper,

35 feet high, and he can’t see the top. When he finally

reaches the nest, we circle the tree, and watch from the
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ground. He reaches blindly into the nest, trying

to hang on to the tree with his other arm. We

follow him with our binoculars and direct his

hand. He picks one chick at a time out of the

nest and bands it while sitting on a branch just

below the nest. The adults are angry, and take

turns diving at Chris with their talons out-

stretched. We yell, “Here they come!” and he

ducks again and again.

Chris returns the chicks to the nest and quickly

climbs down the tree. We run as fast as we can

away from the tree, not wanting to disturb

them anymore. One of the Swainson’s follows

us to the car; one of them stays with the nest.

They do that almost every time. In the Field

Guide to Hawks of North America, Clark and

Wheeler state “Swainson’s are sometimes ag-

gressive in nest defense, especially if they have

chicks. SH have struck human intruders.”

“Up at 5:30 this morning—shoes so full of

thistles and weeds, can’t wear them, socks,

too.” One morning Brian asked if I wanted to

climb the tree and see the chicks while they were still in

the nest. I didn’t hesitate, even though he warned me

about the talons of the adult Swainson’s, protecting the

nest. He had seen a bander with a shredded scalp and

blood running down his face. Brian would yell when

they were close.

I reach the top of the tree, find a nest made of sticks,

grasses, and dried wheat stalks. I hear the wings of the

adult male and female circling nearer, their cries closer

and closer. Sticking my head above the nest, I am within

inches of the five-to-six-week old chick. He is full-sized,

but his head is covered with white down. His beak is

wide open but he is soundless. I look into his dark eyes

and am awed by this creature.

“Hi!” I said. What a profound thing to say. If this chick

survives, he will fledge soon and then leave Butte Valley;

he will leave California. The ranges of Swainson’s Hawks

extend from the interior of Alaska to the pampas of

Argentina.

I hear Brian yell “Duck!” The wing-

beats are close now, the screams in

my ears. I duck below the nest.

Whoosh!—the wings pass nearer;

they are both diving at my head. I hold

my plastic camera up and point it in

the direction of the chick. I pray it is

a good picture. I climb down as fast as

I can and we run to the truck. Once

again, one adult follows us, as the oth-

er circles the nest. Brian said it is the

male who chases us; the female stays

near the chick.

“Saw possible Swainson’s—third pole

to left, west on Shady Dell Rd.” I wave

goodbye to Chris as he drives off for

the day. It is early evening and I must

leave for home the next morning. I sit

in my plastic lawn chair beside the dirt

road, watching the skies for a Swain-

son’s. Maybe this time I can find a new

nest site. I settle in, leaning back with

my binoculars in my lap. It is still very warm, and the sun

casts shadows on the hills above me. I am covered in road

dirt and dust.

A juvenile Golden flies above me, heading east. From

the south I hear a Swainson’s cry before I see the bird.

He dives at the Golden, chases it away to the north. The

Swainson’s then heads south and I lose sight of it. Soon,

a juvenile Bald appears and also flies east. Now there

are three TVs circling near the eagle. I hear a Swainson’s

angry cry but I again can’t see him. Soon I do; he is

diving on the Bald and chases it away. He doesn’t seem

to mind the vultures and circles around them for a

while. He disappears to the south again. There is a nest

somewhere near here. I lean back and close my eyes;

I have nowhere to go.

Kathy Fraser Odell is a passionate GGRO Hawkwatcher
and unstoppable defender of habitat for hook-beaked birdlife.
She also appears as “Aunt Kathy” in Joelle Fraser’s 2002
bestseller, The Territory of Men.
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H O S E O F U S W H O H A V E

B E E N in the Golden Gate Raptor

Observatory (GGRO) Telemetry

Program for a long time will always remem-

ber Warren as a gentle, quiet, detail-man who

loved tracking hawks on telemetry. Warren

joined the GGRO in the early 90s and began on

David Jesus’s Hawkwatch Team; however, he was

soon bitten by the Telemetry bug. He remained

on Hawkwatch until complications of earlier po-

lio meant that he could no longer stand against

the wind on Hawk Hill. He then moved indoors

to the GGRO offices and became the GGRO li-

brary guru who organized, categorized and

“modernized” our Raptor Library.

Telemetry allowed Warren to continue active

participation in the GGRO as we tracked juvenile

Redtails throughout California. Warren was atop

Oat Mountain when one juvenile Redtail took

one look at the Los Angeles basin, made a U-turn

around Oat Mountain, and eventually flew back

north over the Grapevine.

Warren was a problem-solver, and once—when

equipment problems meant a Yagi antenna was

unavailable—he developed a method to track

using only the roof-mounted Omni. To aid a

highpoint team, he fabricated a mounting piece

that allowed a Yagi to be mounted on a tripod so

that the signal could be consistently monitored.

Prior to GPS devices, Warren would take all

of the teams’ datasheets, determine the exact

location of each team, and then measure that

location to the millimeter .

When his condition no longer allowed

him to actively track hawks, Warren then

volunteered to drive or ferry team mem-

bers out into the field. He was always

willing to help. During the 2001 season,

Warren even helped by being a “drop-off ’ point

for equipment; of course, when we picked up the

receivers, he had made sure that all were properly

charged.

Warren was a quiet, humble gentleman. He

enjoyed waiting with the teams at the GGRO

offices and watching the transmitters being

applied to the hawks. Once, when we were

shorthanded, we asked Warren if he thought he

could mix the epoxy. Warren humbly replied,

“I think so. I was a polymer chemist.”

Later, when we had a recurrent problem with

transmitters slipping or moving on the feather

shaft after releasing the hawk, Warren became

our resident expert. He bought several types

of epoxy, tested them, and then, based on his

suggestions, we rewrote the protocols for apply-

ing epoxy to the transmitter. End of problem.

But that wasn’t enough for Warren. He then

made faux transmitters so that volunteers could

practice applying transmitter to feathers.

Warren frequently noted how much he enjoyed

Telemetry work, and wished he could be out

tracking.

He missed his time in the field, and now we will

miss our detail man, our polymer chemist, our

communications man, our inventor, our resident

expert, our teammate, and our friend.

—Lynn Jesus

I N M E M O R I A M

WA R R E N P LU M B

[ 1 9 2 6 – 2 0 0 3 ]
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G
OT HALF A DAY FREE, OR EVEN HALF A MINUTE,

to get a raptor fix? No need to travel far; San

Francisco is chockful of busy birds any time of

year, and public transit makes sites available to the envi-

ronmentally minded or car-less. Fall and spring provide

migrants, and winter yields residents, many of which re-

main to nest in the spring. While it is possible to see all

19 species of West Coast raptors, some are rare. But isn’t

that all the more reason to cast the occasional glance to

the promising skies?

Diligent watch of the city’s sky can help fill in some of the

mysteries of raptor life in an urban area, not to mention

details of suspected but as-yet-unrecorded nesters. The

joys of refining hawkwatching skills on a lunch break or a

trip to the grocery store can also add to our knowledge of

the behavior of these wild creatures as our world meshes

with theirs. So keep your binoculars handy and a watch-

ful eye on the heavens.

MIGRATION WATCH-SITES

Just as hawk watching is affected greatly by weather on

Hawk Hill in the Marin Headlands, so too is the city sub-

ject to the ever-changing winds. The best site for migra-

tion-watching changes daily due to these conditions, so a

few local experts recommend a preliminary trip to Twin

Peaks (Muni Line 37). Here, it’s possible to see where the

greatest action may be, which could be right overhead.

From this second highest point in the city, fall migration

comes to life with sightings ranging from Red-tailed

Hawk and American Kestrel to the occasional White-

tailed Kite and Northern Harrier. Rarer spottings include

Bald Eagles, Rough-legged Hawks, one Golden Eagle, and

a kettle of seven Broad-winged Hawks in September

2002. As on Hawk Hill, the best time for viewing these

hurried migrants is from 10 AM to 2 PM, although Merlins

tend to zip through at sunrise. Why not brush up on

your skills during a pre-work pit stop?

If wind conditions are too harsh on Twins Peaks, Grand

View Park at Moraga and 15th (Muni Line 66) is a great

spot in an easterly wind. This site boasts the personal-

DIURNAL
RAPTORS OF
SAN FRANCISCO
n Simone Whitecloud
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D O Y O U H A V E A F A V O R I T E R A P T O R H O T S P O T I N C A L I F O R N I A ? S E N D I T I N !

AN ADULT PEREGRINE DEFENDS ITS HOME TURF—THE SAN FRANCISCO-

OAKLAND BAY BRIDGE—ABOVE SAN FRANCISCO’S EMBARCADERO.
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best SF hawkwatch of local expert Brian Fitch,

who raked in 40 birds in a few hours, includ-

ing a Golden Eagle. Okay, it’s no Hawk Hill,

but how many other cities can offer such

delicacies?

Mt. Davidson (Muni Line 36) is, at 927 feet,

actually the highest peak in the city by 5 feet.

It is also the only point in the city to have

provided a peek at a Northern Goshawk in

the fall of 2002. (Which one-ups Hawk Hill,

where there were zero sightings of this bird

in 2002.) Also seen on the mount: a Ferrugi-

nous Hawk, and the usual flow of Redtails

and Kestrels.

Common sense tells one that there must be

a spot just across the bay from Hawk Hill that

acts as a point of entry for the aquaphobic

raptors. In the Presidio, on the west side of

the Golden Gate Bridge immediately west

of the Toll Plaza and Fort Point (Muni Lines

28 and 76), is just such a place, which actually

allows a view of Hawk Hill: Battery Boutelle.

Unfortunately, this site presents a few prob-

lems. While you may see a distant speck leave

Hawk Hill, it may veer east mid-Gate, and

never give you a good look. (Why not try the

east side of the bridge? Lighting is less favorable.)

The birds also tend to come into SF very high, again

making ID difficult. This can be remedied by watching

in conditions that push birds down, such as a low fog

ceiling. The final difficulty with Battery Boutelle is in

relation to national security—setting up a scope at the

base of any bridge is less than advisable these days. If

you’re okay with just binos, bird away! This is one of the

few places in the city a Prairie Falcon has been seen.

Any point offering a good vantage of the city can provide

nice looks at the watered-down flow of migrants. “No

matter where I station myself, there always seems to be

distant raptors to the east and west of me; they’re just not

as concentrated once they cross the Gate,” says Fitch.

Three other suggested locations are McLaren Park (Muni

lines 29, 52, and 54), Lone Mountain on the campus of

the University of San Francisco (Muni Lines 31 and 43),

and downtown. Biologist Josiah Clark speculates that

downtown SF attracts the younger migrants, who see

the towering buildings as cliffs, and they move to catch

thermals there. That means plenty of goofing-off oppor-

tunities for students and professionals alike!

One final site of interest—Bay View Park (Muni Lines 15

and 29) hilltop provides an excellent view to the south,

and so is a choice spot for watching the spring migration.

This is the only spot in the city to host a Swainson’s Hawk

sighting.

WINTER RESIDENT RAPTORS

Finding birds of prey in the city is pretty easy—go to the

green places or areas with a high density of raptor food—
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pigeons, starlings, rats, and gophers,

not to mention our songbird-gather-

ing friends, birdfeeders. Or take

a look up: the birds use the city as a

hunting ground in and of itself, a

mosaic of open areas and perches,

especially Redtails, Peregrine Falcons,

and accipiters, which follow flocks of

finches from feeder to feeder.

Remember to check anything that

might be used as a hunting perch—

a power tower, a telephone pole, a

treetop, a church steeple, or rooftop.

While the whole city offers the oppor-

tunity to see birds of prey in action

(what could be more exciting to see

than a Peregrine stoop on a pigeon over

Geary Avenue on your dreary commute?), there are cer-

tain hotspots, which also happen to be the more natural

areas of the city.

The Presidio (Muni Lines 28 and 29) is home to Merlins,

Red-tailed, Red-shouldered, Cooper’s, and Sharp-

shinned Hawks. American Kestrels are found there

as well, though their numbers in the city have declined

over the last 10 years.

At Baker Beach (Muni Line 29), Peregrine Falcons and

Redtails hunt in the strong winds coming off the ocean

and up the cliffs; Redshoulders lurk in the nearby

cypresses and pines. While in the park, visit two great

lookouts: (1) Inspiration Point, which is off Arguello

Blvd. (a seven-block urban hike from Muni Lines 43 or

28), and (2) the parking area of the Public Health Service

Hospital (Muni Line 28) near 15th Avenue.

The first is good for spotting Sharpies hunting neighbor-

hood feeders. The second overlooks Lobos Creek, a

restoration site that is home to the few remaining Cali-

fornia quail of the Presidio, which hungry hawks regard

as fair game. From here it is possible to see raptors work-

ing the Avenues. (It was a pleasure to spot four Redtails

and a diving accipiter in our 10-minute break there in

mid-February. It was my first accipiter since the end of

the migration season, and les-

sons from Hawk Hill were be-

ginning to fade . . . sadly, it re-

mained an “unid’d accipiter.”)

Should your way out of the

park include a ride down Park

Presidio Boulevard (Muni Line

28), keep your eyes on the

many eucalyptus trees that line

the road—I’ve seen a juvenile

Cooper’s Hawk in hot pursuit

of songbirds, an unidentified

falcon (hey, I was driving!),

and a Redshoulder hunting

from a lightpost during my

commute into the city.

If you’re shuttling around by bus, both the 28 and 29

lines take you directly from the Presidio to Golden Gate

Park—which is also accessible by the 5, 16 AX BX, 18, 21,

33, 44, 66, and 71, not to mention the many lines that

pass within a couple blocks of the park, including the

N Judah. As these are living and moving creatures you

seek, keep your eyes open as you travel through the park,

for they could be anywhere.

One favorite spot in the eastern side of Golden Gate Park

is the Arboretum, in which reside Cooper’s and Sharp-

shins, and where Redtails and Redshoulders hunt over-

head. A second is Strawberry Hill in Stowe Lake, where

Redshoulders maneuver in the many Monterey cypresses

and pines, and above which, Redtails soar. The area

around JFK Drive and 8th Street, also in the eastern half

of the park, is a hangout for our two most common

buteos as well.

In the western half of Golden Gate Park, the open

gopher-filled fields of the Buffalo Paddock make an

excellent hunting ground for Redtails, as does Lindley

Meadow. Further west is the Chain of Lakes, where

accipiters and Redshoulders prey upon the many well-fed

starlings, blackbirds, and small rodents. Once you’re this

far, why not continue west to Ocean Beach (Muni Lines

5, 18, 23, 31, 38, 48, 71, N, L), where Redtails and Pere-
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ONE LAST LOOK AROUND BEFORE SETTLING INTO LUNCH.
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grines are seen with regularity, and an occasional coastal

Osprey puts in an appearance.

On the subject of Peregrines, it should be mentioned that

there are two known nesting pairs in the vicinity of the

city, one of which is on the Bay Bridge, the other on the

Golden Gate. Since falcons begin protecting nesting ter-

ritories in the fall, these birds can be seen hunting over

the city almost year-round. They tend to hunt over the

more urban areas, where pigeons are common and com-

petition is scarce. Besides looking for them on or near

the bridges, Sutro Tower (Muni Line 36), Fort Funston

(Muni Line 18), and pigeon-heavy downtown are good

possibilities, as is Heron’s Head, a jut of land north of

Hunter’s Point and India Basin (sorry, not easily accessed

by bus). This last site is also one of the few places in the

city to see Osprey and Northern Harriers.

Lake Merced (Muni lines 17, 18, and 88) is one other

place to see Harriers and Osprey. A pair of Osprey has

been seen here for several years performing courtship rit-

uals over the lake, but no nest has been found. Cooper’s,

Sharp-shinned, and Red-shouldered Hawks also make

this their home.

Although these parks are regarded as hotspots, don’t limit

your endeavors to only their vast greenery. Smaller parks

such as Buena Vista (Muni Lines 6, 7, 66, 37, and 71) and

Lafayette Park (Muni Lines 1 and 12) harbor enough

food to keep at least one bird interested, in this case a

Redshoulder and a Redtail, respectively. Merlins are

actually widespread in wintertime SF, but difficult to

pin down to a specific location.

NESTS IN THE CITY

Sorry, I won’t make this easy for you, for the simple rea-

son that nesting raptors are sensitive to human attention.

At Golden Gate Park, a pair of Redtails—which usually

rebuild a nest from previous years—has had to expend

energy moving their nest farther and farther from human

view after a scope-filled springtime a few years back. I’ll

only go as far as saying that Redtails, Redshoulders, and

Cooper’s Hawks are common nesters in the city’s large

parks, while American Kestrels are declining in number

due to competition from European starlings for nest

holes, and a lack of woodpeckers for making new ones.

The search for a raptor nest can be a rewarding adven-

ture, made possible by the frequent trips required of the

birds in nest-building and nestling-feeding seasons. Or

ask local birders, who will probably have knowledge of

locations and/or volunteer-based nest monitoring pro-

grams, such as the one that exists in the Presidio. Should

you be gifted with finding a nest, please respect the strain

of parenthood, and keep a distance.

The city eagerly awaits your hungry eyes; how can you

pass up the opportunity to mix a little pleasure with your

daily business? Local birders who have made this a way

of life, and whose knowledge and dedication made this

article possible, include Steve Bauer, Josiah Clark, Allen

Fish, Brian Fitch, Alan Hopkins, Ben Lavender, Kim Mey-

er, Dan Murphy, and Allen Ridley. Many thanks for their

willingness to share hard-earned information. Happy

raptoring!

A 2002 GGRO Intern, Simone Whitecloud conducted bird
surveys in the Eastern Sierra for Point Reyes Bird Observatory,
and pioneered “Raptor Camp” for the Crissy Field Center, all
in 2003.A skilled environmental educator on Hawk Hill, she
can be reached at flowerpiercer@hotmail.com.
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•The Atkinson Family • Audubon Canyon Ranch • Paul Babwin & Karen Bell • Diane Bahr • Hugh Bain • Baker & McKenzie • Robert Ball
• Bank of America Matching Gifts Program • Juliana Barr • Steve Bauer • Anne Baxter • Tim Behr • Sylvia & Bruce Benzler & Friends •
Christopher Berner • Anne Bernstein • F J Bethke • Ardith Betts • Marc Blumberg • Bill & Jennifer Bollinger • Dix & Marilyn Boring • Heather
Borman • Gleneda Borton • Carroll Botvinick • Kathy Bouvier • Stewart Brand & Ryan Phelan • Kathryn Brazee • Randy Breaux • Max
Brier & Mary Anne Flett • Nancy Brink • Dixie Brown • Edwin & Claire Brown • Geraldine Brown • Greg Brown • Phyllis Browning • Jim
Brulet • Shannon Burke • Joe Burns & Jessica Cezniak • CA Montessori Project • Bill Callaway • Julia Camp • Richard & Sandra Camp •
John Campau • Hugh & Pearl Campion • Cheryl Carnes • Richard Casserley • John Caulfield • Joan Chaplick • Oliver Chesley • Paul
Chestnut • Elise Ching • Donna Ciccolini • Ronald Cliff • Terry Coddington • Joanna Cohen • Howard & Jeanne Cohn • Christine
Colasurdo • George Coles • Compton Foundation, Inc. • Gerald Connell • Lewis Cooper • John Corson • Kanit Cottrell • John Crane •

Charles Cutting • Ludek Dadok • Anne Darragh & David Ford • Gary Davis • Thomas Dawson • Pamela Dayton • Alberic &
Grace de Laet • Tom Delebo • Karen DeMello • Licia DeMeo • DFS Group Limited • Charles & Leslie Dicke • J D Durst •

Wade Eakle • Peter Ehrlich • Bruce Elder • Bob Elliott • Michael & Stacy Erb • Marian Erdelyi • Val Fairman • Roxanne
Farwell & David Barry • Tom Felts • Ron Felzer • Richard Ferris • Amy Fillin • Allen Fish & Allison Pennell • George &

Patsy Fish • Caroline Fisher • David Fix • Anne Flannery • Leslie Flint • George Foster • Ellen Frank • Steven Frank
& Heidi Petersen • Rebecca Freed • Lillian Fujii & Steven Hayashi • Theresa Gabel & Timothy Zumwalt • Jack
Gescheidt • Kevin Gilmartin & Barbara Bessey • Joseph Glass • GMAC-RFC Associates • Sandy Goldberg •
Golden Gate Audubon • Morey Goldstein • Cindy Goral & Jerry Scharf • Greg Gothard • Alan Gould • Gil
Greene • Dorothy Gregor • Earl Gress • Keith Gress • John Griffin • Elias Gross • Mary Haack • Fred Hagar •
Katherine Hager • Aaron & Joshua Haiman & Ann Kositsky • Jennifer Hamilton • Michael Harkins • Judy Harris •
Sybil Hatch • Laurie Helm • Werner Hertz • Ann Heurlin • Diane Hichwa • Edna Hickok • Barbara Hilbourn • Jan

Hintermeister & Carol Oda • Roberta Hollier • Calvin Hom • Thomas Hopkins • Diane Horn • Richard & Theresa
Horrigan • Sandra Horwich • Ellen Hughes • Buzz Hull • Mark Inman • James & Susan Jackson • William James •

E W Jameson • M Alan Jenkins • Eric Jepsen • David & Lynn Jesus • Donald Johnson • Gregory Johnson • Scott
Johnston • Oliver Joost • Barbara Jording • Mamiko Kawaguchi • Mary Kenney • John Knox • Tom Konno • Donald

Koors & Nancy Williams • Cheryl Kraywinkel • Julia Kringel • Kenneth Landon • Diane Lang • Dian Langlois • Robert & Ruth
Langridge • Langwater Foundation • Rebecca Lawton • Owen & Eva-Lynne Leibman • Lamar Leland • Winifred Lennihan •

Allison Levin • Dan Lewis • Sue Loar • Ina Lockwood • Jeff Longcrier • Ariel Lowrey • Gerald Luckham • Ekhard Mahl • Eugene Majerowicz
• Robert Mallette • Ron Mallory • Ralph March • Daniel Mardesich • Marin Community Foundation • Val Martino • Charles & Sandy
Massen • L W Thomas & Alice May • Kirk & Jane McAllister • Karin McClune • Susan McGreevy • Yvonne McHugh • Julia McHugh &
Scott Orlosky • Ewen McKechnie • Kevin McKreghan • Anne McTavish • Frazer Meacham & Edith Summers • David Mendelson • Peter
Meybaum • Amy Meyer • Kim Meyer • Phil Meyer • Sally Miller • Sally & Jim Mills • Dee Mitchell • Henry Mitchell • Julia Molander •
Maura & John Moody • Nancy Mori • Alida Morzeny • Thomas Moutoux • Jean Myers • Mikiye Nakanishi • Jill North • Bob Numerof &
Robert Shepard • Mansurali Nurmuhammad • Ed & Marcia Nute • John Odell • Kathy Odell • Steve O’Donnell • Ohlone Audubon Society
• Griffin Okie • Claire & Tom O’Neil • Pat Overshiner • Wendy Parfrey • Diane Parish & Paul Gelburd • Jedd Parker • Kim Parker •
Katherine Pattison • Susan Pemberton • Peninsula Community Foundation • Annette & Robin Pennell • Jean Perata & Dennis Davison • Ralph
Pericoli • Owen Perron • John Perry • Deborah Petersen • Marjorie & Theodore Plant • Tania Pollak • Carol Poole • Bill Prochnow • C John
Ralph • John & Cynthia Rathkey • Don Reinberg • John Relph • Jennie Rhine • H Allan Ridley • Michelle Rios • Elizabeth Rippe • Marci
Riseman • Bob Ritchie • Barbara & Duane Robinson • Steven & Anne Rock • Gordon & Helen Rockett • Fred Rohl • Richard Romero •
Diane Rooney • Alex Rose • Lilia Rosenheimer • Jim Ross • Elizabeth Rouan • Gayle Rubin • Siobhan & Bill Ruck • Steve Rudolph • Ann
Ruffer • Maggie Rufo • Philip Ruhle • Leonard & Elizabeth Rush • Walter Sakai • Serena Salomon • Ivan Samuels • Barbara Samuelson •
Nancy Sasser • Juta Savage • Andrea & David Schearn • Rolf & Charlotte Scherman • Norma Pauline Schmid • Marilyn Schmitz • Donald
Schmoldt • Marianne Seiki • Rich Seymour • Gail Shea • James Shea • Jay Sheets • John Shellenberger • Dan Sherman • Carrie Sherriff
• Will Shor • John & Heidi Shott • Martin Sidor • Marjorie Smith • Robin Smith • Brian Smucker • Sharon Solomon • Philip Steiner • Stellar
Solutions • Anne Stephens • Joan Stewart • Angela Strehli • Bill & Tracy Strong • Hal Sugishita • Jan Sutcher • Scot Sutherland • Tracy
Swartz • Chris Taylor • Craig Tewell • Srijesh Thapa • The Orion Society • Bruce & Phyllis Thompson • John Ungar • Janet Valette • Linda
Vallee • Richard Vanderlugt • Janet Vernon • Nick & Denise Villa • Jeff Wall • Mary Watt • Michael Weber • Marion Weeks • S Paul
Welles • Richard & Virginia Welsh • Walter Wenger • Nick Whelan • Peter White • Thomas White • Franklin Whitman • David Wilbur •
Martha Wilson & Ed Lewis • Ken Wilson & Rebecca Olsen • Richard Winslow • Carolyn & A Frederick Wood • Jeanette Wyckoff • Jim
Yampolsky • Nick Yatsko • ReuvenYosef • Bob Zeiss

Since 1985, the GGRO has asked donors and even volunteers to annually dig into their pockets for the hawks. Over the years, this show of support
has allowed us to start several innovative projects, among them the Radiotelemetry Program, the RoboLure Program, the Intern Program, and the
Docent Program. I’m grateful to the partners below to carrying us through 2002, and helping us move toward the NEXT BIG THING on the GGRO
front: a thorough analysis of two decades of banding, counting, and radiotracking data. —Allen Fish
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Brink • Greg Brown • Jessie Brownlee • Jim Brulet • Shannon Burke • Joe Burns • Raymond Cachia • Bill Callaway • John Campau
• Phil Capitolo • Linda Chambers • Joan Chaplick • Donna Ciccolini • Jim Clausen • Terry Coddington • Gerald Connell • Lewis
Cooper • Susan Corbaley • William Corning • John Corson • Valerie Cramer • John Crane • Susannah Dameron • Della Dash •
Dennis Davison • Pamela Dayton • Tom Delebo • Ron DeLeon • Russ DeLong • Frank DeMarco • Annie Dizon • Steve Dumdei • J

D Durst • Wade Eakle • Roxanne Farwell • Nina Felton • Tom Felts • Mark Fenn • Richard Ferris • Amy Fesnock • Alice Fialkin • Lisa Fields • Robbie Fischer •
Allen Fish • Grace Fitzgerald • David Fix • Pat Flemming • Mary Anne Flett • Leslie Flint • Joseph Foo • Ross Forman • Alexandra Forman • Joseph Frank •
Michael Franklin • Rebecca Freed • Heather Furmidge • Claire Gallagher • Lorrie Gallagher • Betzi Gardner • Pete Gaughan • Carol Gerstein • Jack Gescheidt
• Andy Gibb • Angelo Gilbert • Joseph Glass • Sandy Golderg • Julie Goldzman • Gil Greene • Dorothy Gregor • Keith Gress • John Griffin • Keith Grimson
• Charles Groff • Aaron Haiman • Joshua Haiman • Jim Hallisey • Jennifer Hamilton • Monica Hanza • Michael Harkins • Alan Harper • Judy Harris • Ann
Heurlin • Barbara Hilbourn • Leslie Holeman • Roberta Hollier • Calvin Hom •
Diane Horn • Dick Horn • Gernot Huber • Buzz Hull • Josh Hull • Carolgene
Hunter • Jennifer Hyypio • Cheryl Ishida • William James • Eric Jepsen • David
Jesus • Neal Johannsen • Donald Johnson • Scott Johnston • Debbie Kahn •
Mamiko Kawaguchi • John Keane • Jack Kearns • Mary Kenney • Laurie King •
Charlotte Kisling • Tom Konno • Margaret Kosek • Ann Kositsky • Cheryl
Kraywinkel • Beverly Lamberson • Joan Lamphier • James Langan • Dian Langlois
• Ben Lavender • Brian Lebreck • Leah Lempert • Allison Levin • Ed Lewis • Fred
Lindeman • Ina Lockwood • Bob Long • Gerald Luckham • Virgina Ludvik •
Elizabeth Madriz • Val Martino • Charles Massen • Mark McCaustland • Bridget
McCollum • Christie McCullen • Fran McDermott • Ewen McKechnie • Yvonne
McHugh • Stephanie McNair • Frazer Meacham • Mona Mena • Horacio Mena
• David Mendelson • Jay Mendoza • Thomas Menendez • Peter Meybaum • Kim
Meyer • Lee Miles • Terrie Miller • Steve Miller • John Moody • Maura Moody •
Nancy Mori • Lisa Morse • Tom Moutoux • Mikiye Nakanishi • Thi Nguyen • Chris
Nikitas • Craig Nikitas • Jill North • Bob Numerof • Steve O’Donnell • Brian
O’Laughlin • Claire O’Neil • Steve O’Neill • Kathy Odell • Rebecca Olsen • Pat
Overshiner • Elizabeth Palmer • Phyllis Pansegrau • John Payne • Susan Pemberton
• Jean Perata • Ralph Pericoli • Danielle Perrine • Madalyn Perrine • John Perry •
Ryan Phelan • Jim Polkinghorn • Tania Pollak • Marley Pratt • Stacy Pratt • Bill
Prochnow • Sue Ellen Raby • James Raives • Alicia Raygosa • Don Reinberg •
Theresa Rettinghouse • Jennie Rhine • Matt Ricketts • Michelle Rios • Steven Rock
• Kari Rodenkirchen • William Rodriguez • Toby Rohmer • Richard Romero • Laury
Rosenthal • Jim Ross • Elizabeth Rouan • Siobhan Ruck • Ann Ruffer • Audrey
Sabol • Barbara Samuelson • Juta Savage • Elaine Schwimmer • Ashley Sexton •
Rich Seymour • Susan Shane • James Shea • Jay Sheets • Jennifer Shepard •
Robert Shepard • Christina Sherr • Will Shor • Jenn Shulzitski • Mitchell Skinner •
Brian Smucker • Dennis Somera • Kathy Spence • Marti Spiegelman • Jude Stalker
• Jennifer Stone • Hal Sugishita • Edith Summers • Jan Sutcher • Nancy Szymanski
• Claire Taylor • Charles Taylor • George Teiber • Craig Tewell • Srijesh Thapa •
Monica Tilley • Leslie Tribe • Terri Tyminski • Derrick Umali • John Ungar • Linda
Vallee • Kathryn Van Steyn • Denise Villa • Nick Villa • Jeff Wall • Michael Weber
• Marion Weeks • Simone Whitecloud • Diane Williams • Tiffany Williams • Ken
Wilson • Martha Wilson • Stephen Wilson • David Wimpfheimer • Joyce Wong •
David Wood • Amity Wood • Jim Yampolsky • Kai-Chung Henry Yeh • Joe

Biologists Dave DeSante and Dan Rosenberg closed their 1998 essay “What do we need to monitor in order to manage landbirds?”
with the paragraph below. I can think of no better way to honor the work of the hundreds of volunteers of the GGRO. This is us:

“The recruitment, training, and maintenance of a network of volunteers is thus also crucial to the success of any large-scale integrated bird
population-monitoring scheme. Ultimately, an interest in and appreciation of birds at the grassroots level must be cultivated if we are to succeed
in identifying and describing avian population changes and in developing successful conservation strategies for reversing population declines.”

—from Avian Conservation, edited by John Marzluff and Rex Sallabanks, Island Press.
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The Pacific Raptor Report (PRR) is the annual newsletter of the Golden
Gate Raptor Observatory, but we also welcome any raptorial ar ticles
based in the Pacific States. The Pacific Raptor Report is published once
each summer by the GGRO, a program of the Golden Gate National
Parks Conservancy in cooperation with the National Park Service. The
GGRO Season Summary is published in the winter. Subscriptions to
both are $25 per year, with checks made out to “GGRO.”

About the Parks Conservancy
The Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy is
the nonprofit support partner for the Golden Gate
National Parks. A membership organization, the
Conservancy was created to preserve the Golden
Gate National Parks, enhance the experiences of
park visitors, and build a community dedicated to
conserving the parks for the future. To become a
member, call (415) 4R-PARKS or visit
www.parksconservancy.org.

About the National Park Service
The National Park Service was created in 1916 to
preserve America’s natural, cultural, and scenic
treasures, which today number 388, and to provide
for their enjoyment for future generations. For informa-
tion about the Golden Gate National Parks, call
(415) 561-4700, or visit www.nps.gov/goga.
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