








EVERY BANDING SEASON

starts with high expecta-
tions. Although our numbers were
lower than in 1999, we had some
extraordinary highlights in the year
2000: six Peregrine Falcon captures
(which tied our best year of 1994);
a Northern Goshawk; and, of all
things, a Golden Eagle capture
with Robo.

We had the second lowest num-
ber of Sharp-shinned and Red-
tailed Hawk captures since 1994,
which affected the 2000 season to-
tal of 1077 banded hawks (27%
lower than 1999). It’s hard to rec-
oncile these seasonal variations, and
reminds us of how much we don’t
know about Pacific Coast raptor
breeding success.

We continued our development
of RoboLure in 2000, dedicating Hawk Blind to exclusive
RoboLure study for the season, and Poison Oak Blind for
two 1-week periods. The total 171 RoboCaptures was
lower than either 1998 or 1999 (209 and 247, respective-
ly). These variations may relate to specific weather condi-
tions during peak flows of Sharpies and Coops, as well as
to the low numbers of Sharpies seen in 2000.

Our RoboLure model durability, design details, and
volunteer training have all improved, but our capture rate
remains below an acceptable level.  The lessons we’ve
learned to date have been carried forward to the 2001 sea-
son with a specific focus on RoboLure model develop-
ment, luring technique, and on gathering more detailed
data on how raptors respond to the RoboLures.

For the first time, two Peregrine Falcons were trapped
in one day at Slacker Hill Blind, on October 2nd. Upon
release, one of these persistent falcons immediately flew to
Poison Oak Blind and grabbed a RoboMagpie. Why indi-
vidual raptors exhibit such aggression or are so easily

fooled by our lures while others (most it seems) just pass
us by remains a mystery.

On October 27th, a juvenile male Northern Goshawk
was captured at Poison Oak Blind. Only the fourth
goshawk for the GGRO banding program, it represented
30% of the goshawks seen by the Hawkwatch (yes, they
counted three). We might assume our capture success rate
is going up (the rise in capture success is, of course, skill,
according to the happy trappers).

A juvenile male Golden Eagle surprised a RoboMock-
ingbird at Hawk Blind on November 11th. The Robo-
Mockingbird was on a secondary trap behind the blind,
flapping lazily — just in case, while the primary lure was
in full use in front of the blind. The Golden chose the
secondary trap. Why?  Only he knows. Banders and
hawkwatchers alike shared the excitement of the cap-
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Banding Counts

Golden Eagles are named for the light gold hackle and
nape feathers so visible here. [PHOTO BY JOE BURNS]
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SO MANY BAND RECOVERIES. So much data to en-
ter and double-check.  So many attempts to locate

the finder by phone or by mail.  So much time and effort.
Some finders never respond to our inquiries.  Most of our
recoveries are raptors that are found dead due to un-
known reasons or because they flew into a window, were
hit by a vehicle, were electrocuted or — fill in the blank.
Others are found alive; some are injured.  So why would
anyone want to work on band recoveries?  

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION.
Wow!  Just like real estate, location can be everything.

Our first Canadian band recoveries have been reported!

We have been banding raptors since 1983 and it took until
the summer of 2000 to get our first recovery from Canada!
Why did it take so long?
Who has an answer to that question?  As of this writing in
June 2001, we now have five recoveries of four species.

SHEER NUMBERS!
We are quickly closing in on 500 band recoveries.  Cur-

rently we’re at number 492.  The increase in the numbers
is simply because we have more banded hawks out there.
To date, GGRO volunteers have banded 15,697 birds; we
have a recovery rate of about 3.2 per cent.  Some day,
with more time, we will look again for trends.  Are adult
and juvenile birds of the same species using the same

ture. Hawkwatchers sight only a few Golden Eagles
each season and this was only the second one banded at
the GGRO.

We always wonder what’s really going on for raptor
populations when we review seasonal numbers in detail.
In our quick-fix, sound-bite society, we long for black-
and-white answers not found in averages, percentage de-
creases or increases.  Raptor populations seem to be pay-
ing us back for the privilege of our close encounters by
tantalizing us with short-term variations.  US Census Bu-
reau statistics predict a 20-30% percent human popula-
tion increase along the West Coast by 2015. The impact
of this increase on raptor breeding habitats is unknown,
but certainly fuels our continued desire to understand the
raptor population. 

A recent walk among the coastal redwoods reminded
me of the real nature of long-term trends – 2000-plus
year old trees, with as many growth ring widths as years
of age. With continued environmental pressures, maybe
what really counts is that we are here to monitor raptor
populations, as part of an effort to make sure the count
never hits zero.

Sailplane pilot Dick Horn has banded for the GGRO for over 
a decade, and just gets better with age.

G G R O B A N D R E C O V E R I E S
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What makes working on band
recovery data so rewarding?

RRAAPPTTOORRSS  BBAANNDDEEDD  IINN  TTHHEE  MMAARRIINN  HHEEAADDLLAANNDDSS
DDUURRIINNGG  AAUUTTUUMMNN**

Annual Average Totals
2000 1992–99** 1983–00

Northern Harrier 5 9 132
Sharp-shinned Hawk 299 388 3924
Cooper’s Hawk 424 511 5777
Northern Goshawk 1 0 4
Red-shouldered Hawk 8 10 124
Broad-winged Hawk 0 1 13
Swainson’s Hawk 0 0 2
Red-tailed Hawk 281 346 5044
Ferruginous Hawk 0 0 2
Rough-legged Hawk 0 0 3
Golden Eagle 1 0 2
American Kestrel 40 44 498
Merlin 13 13 127
Peregrine Falcon 6 3 35
Prairie Falcon 0 1 11

TToottaall 11007788 11332266 1155,,669988

* Not to be cited except by permission of the GGRO. 2000 season
data are preliminary, and only through January 1, 2001.
** 1992 through 1999 are used for this comparison due to similarity
of methods and effort between those years and 2000.



361 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 11/23/97 by Ginger DeMars; car-
cass found 4/21/98 in a saltwater
marsh in Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz
Co., CA, by Mark Gleason.

362 Male American Kestrel banded
9/17/97 by Pedro Rusk; banded leg
and feathers found 5/25/98 near the
windmill at Point Blunt, Angel Is-
land, which is bisected by the San
Francisco/Marin County Lines, CA;
reported by Jacki Shafer.

363 Juvenile male Cooper’s Hawk
banded 10/22/92 by Buzz Hull;
found 8/4/98 partially decomposed
in ivy undergrowth along backyard
fence in Port Orchard, Kitsap Co.,
WA by Ramona Childers.

364 Juvenile female Sharp-shinned
Hawk banded 9/24/93 by Diane
Horn; was trapped and released on
10/12/98 during banding operations
at Bonnie Butte in Mt. Hood Na-
tional Forest, Hood River Co., OR;
reported by Paul Grindrod of Hawk-
watch International.

365 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 9/11/95 by Julianne Zanonni; leg
bone and band found 10/23/98 in
off-road trail area in Tracy Hills on
Livermore National Laboratory prop-
erty north of Carnagie Tract, in
Alameda Co. CA; reported by Marlin
Garber.

366 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 8/31/97 by Ginger DeMars;

found dead 10/23/98 under a power
pole, probable electrocution victim,
in Hayward, Alameda Co., CA, by
Dan Pryjmak. 

367 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 8/31/94 by Matt Brown; band or
band number only obtained from
Birds of Prey Rescue, Portland, Mult-
nomah Co., OR; reported 6/17/98
by Lizz Darling, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. 

368 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 9/24/97 by Craig Nikitas; found
“fairly well decomposed” 11/1/98 on
south side of Highway 37, one half
mile east of Highway 121 intersec-
tion, Sonoma Co., CA, by a CalTrans
worker; reported by Bob Snyder of
the California Department of Fish
and Game. 

369 Juvenile female Sharp-shinned
Hawk banded 10/1/98 by Marie
Retherford; found dead12/15/98; re-
ported by Wildcare Center, San
Rafael, Marin Co., CA. 

370 Juvenile female Sharp-shinned
Hawk banded 9/12/98 by Kathy
Bouvier; found dead on road
11/13/98 in Poway, San Diego Co.,
CA, by Ranger Richard “Roadkill”
Roedell.  He salvaged this bird’s
wings and feet to be used for teaching
in his campground programs.

371 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 11/5/98 by Lara Moeckly;
found dead 11/11/98 in Redwood

City, San Mateo Co., CA, by Connie
Barrick.   

372 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 11/21/98 by Jeff Acuff;
found “very recently dead (and) in
perfect condition” 1/9/99 on the
street in San Francisco, San Francisco
Co., CA, by Raila Alder.

373 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 9/28/98 by Neal Johannsen;
caught 10/15/98 after flying into an
aviary in Mountain Ranch, Calaveras
Co., CA. The bird died shortly after
being rescued from an abusive situa-
tion on 11/1/98 by Mark Breiden-
thal. 

374 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 10/3/98 by Kit Daine; found
dead 12/4/98 west of Williams, Co-
lusa Co., CA; finder’s name un-
known. Reported by Robert Hosea,
California Department of Fish and
Game.  Bird had a “razor keel” and
probably starved, however no testing
was done for anti-coagulants (rat poi-
soning).

375 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 9/28/98 by David Jesus; was
re-trapped 10/1/98 by Dian Langlois;
hit a house window 10/4/98 in
Sausalito, Marin Co., CA, and died a
day later; reported by Cindy Dicke of
Wildcare, San Rafael.  Bird is now
part of our study skin collection.

376 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 9/22/97 by Peter Maybaum;
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range at the same time of the year?  Can we identify a
greater or more specific range used by a species?   A few of
our raptors have been found years after being banded in
the Marin Headlands.  As you read through the list below,
check the dates between banding and being found.  What
is the oldest recovery?  Note how many were found at
least a year after being banded.

THE STORIES!
The people who find, rescue, and rehabilitate these

magnificent creatures give us another piece of informa-
tion.  One Red-tailed Hawk was cared for by two rehabil-
itators and a falconer before its release six months later.
Another was found injured but the finder had run out of

mice in the freezer (no kidding), and so fed the bird small
balls of meat wrapped in hair.  

BANDS OR BANDED HAWKS FOUND IN ODD PLACES
In a wood rat midden — found by a crew removing

vegetation in advance of equipment used to locate unex-
ploded ordinance. Another Red-tailed Hawk was found
in an active eagle’s nesting territory (a dangerous area for
a buteo to be.)  Our raptors have been transported by
Fed-Ex personnel, police officers, and even by heli-
copter.  One recoverer was called to rescue an abused
Cooper’s Hawk.  One Cooper’s Hawk set off an alarm.
Here, I can only offer a synopsis of the stories, eighty-
eight of them.



T H E  P A C I F I C  R A P T O R  R E P O R T  •  1 5

found dead of unknown cause 2/1/99
at Senator Outing Duck Club, Yolo
Co., CA, by Ralph Cox.

377 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 9/10/98 by Lara Moeckly; found
dead 1/5/99 at the intersection of
Highway 12 and Birds Landing
Road, Solano Co., CA, by Douglas
Dahlin; bird was “laying on the high-
way…10 feet away was a field mouse
freshly smashed in the road.  The
hawk may have been focused on the
mouse not on the car?? — not sure
but it is a good story!” 

378 Juvenile male Merlin banded
10/14/98 by Dian Langlois; died
12/10/98 after hitting house window
in Inverness, Marin Co., CA; report-
ed by Greg Mann.

379 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 10/28/98 by Katie Fehring;
found in a pigeon loft (she ate a pi-
geon) was caught and released in
good condition on 3/10/99 in Santa
Cruz, Santa Cruz Co., CA, by Glen
Stewart of the Santa Cruz Predatory
Bird Research Group.

380 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 10/27/97 by Rick Wicker; was
trapped and released 12/13/98 on
“Road 1 (also known as County Line
Road) about three miles north of
Dunnigan,” Colusa Co., CA, by Buzz
Hull. 

381 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 9/11/98 by Ainsley Moffitt; found
dead at the base of a telephone pole
12/09/98 in Silverado Canyon, Santi-
ago Peak Quadrangle, Orange Co.,
CA, by Sheri Meddick; reported by
Pete Desimone of the National
Audubon Society. 

382 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 11/12/98 by Stephen Wilson;
found dead 1/29/99 on Bobcat Trail,
Rodeo Valley, Marin Co., CA, by a
jogger who reported it to Mary Pal-
lares, who then reported it to Buzz
Hull. The wings, tail, and legs are
now part of our study skin collection.

383 Juvenile female Merlin banded
9/24/98 by Dan Gottsegen; found

dead 4/4/99 under a tree on driveway
in Ripon, San Joaquin Co., CA, by
Charmain Beeler.

384 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 9/18/98 by Lois Yuen; found
dead 4/24/99 in Montecito, Santa
Barbara Co., CA; reported by Nat
Rossini. The bird hit the window
with such force that it “set off an
alarm on a couch 15-20 ft. away. The
alarm is the kind used to keep pets
off the furniture.”  

385 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 9/23/96 by Peter Meybaum;
caught ll/13/98 on a 72-acre ranch
located at the southeast corner of
Emigrant Lake, Jackson Co., OR, by
Betty Hutchinson when she went out
to feed her chickens. The bird was sit-
ting on a post and “tipped over” as
she approached.  The local police
transported the bird to the first of
two rehabbers.  By 12/21/98 an old
mal-aligned fracture of the right
humerus was diagnosed, re-fractured,
and allowed to heal, leading to the
eventual release of the hawk on
5/31/99.

386 Juvenile male Cooper’s Hawk
banded 8/18/93 by Hal Sugishita;
found dead in a clearing near the for-
est edge 7/1/99 in Occidental, Sono-
ma Co., CA, by Chris Montanaro.

387 Juvenile Red-shouldered Hawk
banded 10/23/97 by Pete Gaughan;
found dead 7/6/99 on side of road in
Petaluma, Sonoma Co., CA, by Steve
Sarsfield.

388 Juvenile male Peregrine Falcon
banded 11/17/98 by Marion Weeks;
found alive, but injured 7/13/99 near
Halsey, Linn Co., OR, with fractured
left wing and old, healed pellet
wounds of breast, abdomen, and
wing; reported by Jeff Picton of the
Chintimini Wildlife Center.  As of
3/31/00, the Peregrine was expected
to be released.

389 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 9/17/93 by Hwei-Li Tsao; found
“decomposed” 8/2/99 at a PG&E
substation in East Palo Alto, San Ma-
teo Co., CA, by Jim Trapani, who
thought bird may have been electro-
cuted; reported by Jim Schoening.

390 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 10/18/93 by Barbara Robinson;
found 8/24/99 severely injured at in-
tersection of Highway 280 and San
Bruno Ave., San Mateo Co., CA; re-
ported by the Peninsula Humane So-
ciety.  Bird was probably hit by a car
and euthanized on arrival at Humane
Society. 

391 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-

Sharp-shinned Hawk #396 was found dead of gunshot within a week 
of its banding. [PHOTO BY DAVID JESUS]
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ed 11/24/94 by Diane Horn; report-
ed by the Bird Banding Laboratory as
found 11/18/95 in “Timer,” OR by
Jim Kauppila “alive and in captivity.”
To date we have not been able to lo-
cate Timer, OR, or the finder of the
bird.

392 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 10/14/98 by John Ungar; found
9/2/99 injured at an intersection in
San Francisco, San Francisco Co.,
CA; reported by the Peninsula Hu-
mane Society. Injuries, “most likely
caused by a collision with a car or
wire,” required that the bird be euth-
anized.

393 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 10/10/90 by David Jesus; caught
due to injury 8/14/99 and taken to
Bird Rescue in Santa Rosa, Sonoma
Co., CA; reported by Carrie Bolt-
man; “bird alive and released” accord-
ing to Bird Banding Laboratory re-
port.

394 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 11/12/91 by Bill Prochnow; found
6/16/99 in a woman’s yard in Sarato-
ga, Santa Clara Co., CA; was given to
Federal Express driver who took it to
his next stop, Mike Marriock, an
known animal lover.  Mike brought
the bird to the Wildlife Center that
same day. The bird was euthanized at
the Adobe Animal Hospital due to an
injured wing from a “gunshot/BB
pellet;” reported by Cara Huffman.

395 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 11/13/98 by Katie Fehring; found
dead of unknown cause 9/19/99
Courtland, Sacramento Co., CA; re-
ported by F. C. Wheeler. 

396 Juvenile male Sharp-shinned
Hawk banded 9/24/96 by Nick Vil-
la; found dead 9/30/96, “shot, some
pellets had torn into its breast,” un-
der a tree in residential neighbor-
hood close to Sebastiani Vineyards,
Sonoma, Sonoma Co., CA, by

Christopher Lohnes.

397 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 9/23/98 by Melissa Weiner; found
dead 11/16/99 at base of power pole
at the Thermal Soil Treatment Facili-
ty in Richmond, Contra Costa Co.,
CA, by Robert Turner.

398 Male American Kestrel of un-
known age when banded 10/18/98
by Jesse Conklin; found dead
4/27/00 at Prince Rupert, British
Columbia, Canada by Bryon Carr.
We have been unable to locate finder
to obtain any more details.

399 Juvenile male Sharp-shinned
Hawk banded 11/6/95 by Phil Capi-
tolo; found dead “in perfect shape”
12/12/99 across the lagoon from the
Marin Headlands Visitor Center,
Golden Gate National Recreation
Area, Marin Co., CA, by Nancy Va-
lente.  

400 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 10/30/98 by John Moody;
found injured after hitting a house
window 12/12/99, died that same
day, near Stave Lake close to Abbots-
ford and Mission (farming area),
British Columbia, Canada, by Bar-
bara Pidgeon; reported by Orphaned
Wildlife Rehabilitation Society.

401 Juvenile male Sharp-shinned
Hawk banded 9/25/98 by Gleneda
Borton; found alive but died within
seconds after hitting window while
chasing a robin 12/25/98 in Lake
Forest, Orange Co., CA, by Laura
Walter.

402 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 10/29/93 by Russ DeLong; was
trapped and released 1/27/00 two
miles east of Route 1 on Pescadero
Road, Pescadero, San Mateo Co.,
CA, by Matt Brown.

403 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 12/7/99 by Daniel George;
found dead of unknown cause
12/17/99 on grounds of Presbyterian
Church, Sausalito, Marin Co., CA,
by Dave Povey.

404 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 10/10/99 by Christina Alt-
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hoff; leg bones with band in place
found 12/31/99 on side of Bunker
Road, Marin Headlands, Golden
Gate National Recreation Area,
Marin Co., CA, by Pam Heyda.

405 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 9/22/97 by Tom Felts; found
alive 2/25/00 in a pigeon loft (she
gorged on one of owner’s homing pi-
geons) in Brentwood, Contra Costa
Co., CA, by Gary Beeman who was
sent by Lindsey Wildlife Museum to
capture and release the hawk.

406 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 11/5/97 by Buzz Hull; found alive
2/4/00 in the vicinity of an active Ea-
gle nest, but looked like it had been
“in a bit if a fight” on Bowen Island,
British Columbia, Canada, by Anne
Whittall; reported by Orphaned
Wildlife Rehabilitation Society
(OWL).  The Hawk was taken home
overnight. “Finder didn’t have any
mice in the freezer, so fed it small
balls of meat wrapped in hair.” The
hawk was flown by helicopter to
OWL for care.  Due to injuries, the
hawk was “humanely destroyed” on
2/20/00.

407 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 11/6/99 by Chelsea Smith; found
dead 12/12/99 at Avila Beach, San
Luis Obispo Co., CA; reported by
Ralph Joesting.

408 Second year female Sharp-
shinned Hawk banded 10/10/98 by
Eric Jepsen; found dead 2/14/99,
“laying in the gutter (under some
power lines)” in Salinas, Monterey
Co., CA, by Jeff Post.

409 Juvenile female Sharp-shinned
Hawk banded 9/29/99 by Dian Lan-
glois; found 10/31/99 on ground un-
able to fly at the Mumm Winery,
Oakville, Napa Co., CA, by Leslie
Tribe; turned over to Wildlife Rescue
in Napa. Janet Barth reported the
bird to the Bird Banding Laboratory,
rehabilitated the hawk and released it
at the Mumm Winery just before
Thanksgiving 1999.

410 Juvenile female Sharp-shinned
Hawk banded 10/3/99 by Dick

Horn; found dead 10/5/99 in Wood-
side, San Mateo Co., CA, by Terry
Ackerman.  Her dog came in from
the backyard with the dead hawk in
its mouth.

411 Juvenile female Sharp-shinned
Hawk banded 9/17/99 by Randy
Breaux; found dead of unknown
cause 10/5/99 in landscaper’s trench
on a job in before in Granada Hills,
Los Angeles Co., CA, by Matthew
Schaaf.

412 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 8/31/99 by Daniel George;
trapped and released 12/21/99 in a
cow pasture in Pescadero, San Mateo
Co., CA, by George Bristol, a falcon-
er. He was looking for a bird to use as
a falconry bird, but decided not to
use this bird because it was banded.

413 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 9/21/99 by Russ Delong;
found dying of a broken neck after
collision with a window 1/31/00 in
Morro Bay, San Luis Obispo Co.,
CA; reported by Mrs. Woodcock.

414 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 9/3/99 by Janice Schopfer;
found “freshly killed, appeared to
have hit wire at ranch” 11/27/99
about two miles north of Point Reyes
Station, Marin Co., CA, by Steve
Doughty.

415 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 9/16/99 by John Keane;
found dead 11/15/99 in Escalon, San
Joaquin Co., CA, by Dustin Curci.

416 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 10/30/99 by Rebecca Robin-
son; found emaciated and dead
11/11/99 in backyard in Healdsburg,
Sonoma Co., CA, by Ken Blamires.

417 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 9/20/99 by Neal Johannsen;
found “dead, thin, on grass near
barn” 10/26/99 near Raymond,
Madera Co., CA, by Nancy Daulton.
She had seen a Cooper’s Hawk sitting
on cage with baby chicks in it inside
barn two days earlier.

418 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 10/6/99 by Buzz Hull; legs

and wings only found 11/20/99 in
farmland area near Dixon, Solano
Co., CA, by Chad Phelan. 

419 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 9/22/99 by Steve Rock;
found dead after hitting window of a
barn 12/28/99 a few miles west of
Winters, Yolo Co., CA; reported by
Bret Stedman of California Raptor
Center, University of California
Davis.

420 Juvenile female Cooper’s Hawk
banded 10/9/99 by Craig Nikitas;
found dead 12/23/99 after possible
collision with window or deck in
Corte Madera, Marin Co., CA, by
Thomas Jacobsen.

421 After hatch year female Cooper’s
Hawk banded 10/16/99 by David
Wood; found dead 10/28/99 in resi-
dential area near river bed in Santa
Maria, Santa Barbara Co., CA, by
Michelle Walkington.  Michelle not-
ed that the bird was “on the thin
side.” 

422 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 11/9/99 by John Payne; reported
as “alive and in captivity” after being
caught due to striking or being struck
by motor vehicle 12/21/99 at Bodega
Bay, Sonoma Co., CA, by Tim Mur-
phy of “State Parks.”  

423 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 11/22/99 by Buzz Hull; found
dead at finder’s home 12/6/99 in cit-
rus and avocado orchard area in
Somis, Ventura Co., CA, by Gabriel
Alcazar.

424 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 11/23/99 by Daniel George;
found after being hit by a car
12/22/99 in Santa Barbara, Santa
Barbara Co., CA; reported by
Gabriele Drozdowski.  Bird was
stunned and bruised, noted to be
thin, and was released after rehabilita-
tion “beginning of Feb, 2000 in 
Ojai, CA.”

425 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 12/24/99 by Joe Foo; found dead
1/5/00 after being hit by a car as it
was “investigating a roadkill on the
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street, or was eating at it” in San Jose,
Santa Clara Co., CA, by Thinh M.
Ha.

426 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 10/25/99 by Kathrin Poetter; was
electrocuted 1/28/00 by landing on a
live wire, died and fell into pickup
truck belonging to Parks and Recre-
ation Department at the Harvey West
Park in Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz Co.,
CA; reported by Jennifer Lienau.

427 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 9/3/99 by Siobhan Ruck; caught
due to injury 1/19/00 and died in
Solano Co., CA; reported by the Su-
isun Wildlife Center. 

428 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 9/14/99 by Lynn Bantley; caught
2/17/00 due to starvation in Novato,
Marin Co., CA; reported by Maria
Vitrano of Wildcare, San Rafael.
Bird died.

429 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 9/3/99 by Randy Breaux; caught
after being hit by or flying into a bus
9/14/99 in San Francisco, San Fran-
cisco Co., CA; reported by the Penin-
sula Humane Society. The hawk was
released in Pacifica, CA on 10/19/99.

430 Second year Red-tailed Hawk
banded 10/24/99 by Maura Eagan
and fitted with a transmitter for
telemetry study; found weakened
and lethargic at base of light pole
1/19/00 in San Lorenzo, Alameda
Co., CA by Larry McNabb.  Report-
ed by Donna Clark of Sulphur Creek
Nature Center where it was felt that
the bird had possibly been exposed
to a poison or toxin. On 1/28/00
“Traveler” (bird’s telemetry study
name) was released with band and
transmitter intact. 

431 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 12/1/97 by Anne Ardillo; found
on or shortly before 5/25/99 at Fort
Ord, Monterey Co., CA; reported by
Sam Fitton, Bureau of Land Manage-
ment. “Remains of the hawk were
discovered in a woodrat midden…by
a crew removing vegetation in ad-
vance of equipment to locate unex-
ploded ordnance.”

432 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 9/29/99 by John Ungar; found
dead 11/12/99 in Suisun, Solano
Co., CA, by Ken Poerner.

433 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 12/2/99 by David Fix; was seen
fluttering and attempting to fly and
then dying by small group of people
on a retreat 2/7/00 at Green Gulch
Zen Center, Marin Co., CA; reported
by Gordon Bennett.

434 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 12/10/99 by Greg Brown; caught
due to injury 1/10/00 in Sausalito,
Marin Co., CA; reported by Wild-
care, San Rafael. Bird died later.

435 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 12/15/99 by Karen Hoyt; found
dead, intact, very thin and skinny
12/28/99 on side of Cannon Road,
about one-half mile from Highway
101 near Prunedale, San Benito Co.,
CA, by Steve Long.

436 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 11/24/99 by John Ungar; scav-
enged bones and feathers found in
meadow in eucalyptus grove
12/29/99 in Quarry Park, El Grana-
da, San Mateo Co., CA; reported by
Roxanne Kennedy.  “Hawk was seen
to be low-flying/or walking about in
the field.  Bones found 3 days later,
presumed to be same hawk.”

437 Second-year Red-tailed Hawk
banded 12/16/99 by Tania Pollak;
trapped and released 2/15/00 on
Highway 84, two miles east of Stage
Road, San Gregorio, San Mateo Co.,
CA, by Matt Brown.

438 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 12/20/99 by David Fix; found
dead 2/1/00, shot, “bullet holes un-
der the wing” on Ramel Road, near
Highway 12, Sonoma Co., CA, by
Salvador Zaragoza.

439 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 12/31/99 by Nancy Mori; found
dead 1/10/00 in open space area in
Homestead Valley, Mill Valley, Marin
Co., CA, by Maury Maverick.

440 Juvenile male Cooper’s Hawk
banded 8/31/99 by Daniel George;

found dead 3/15/00 next to a car in
an industrial area parking lot in San
Rafael, Marin Co., CA, by Bill Pool;
reported by Ronald Jurek, California
Department of Fish and Game.

441 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 9/18/99 by Chelsea Smith; found
due to injury 12/23/99 in El Cerrito,
Contra Costa Co., CA; bird died; re-
ported by Maria Vitrano of Wildcare.

442 Second year female Sharp-
shinned Hawk banded 10/27/99 by
David Jesus; found dead 4/3/00 lying
in street under powerlines in San
Francisco, San Francisco Co., CA, by
Kevin Simons.

443 Second year female Cooper’s
Hawk banded 10/19/99 by Mamiko
Kawaguchi; died after hitting a slid-
ing glass door 4/1/00 in Salinas,
Monterey Co., CA; found by Don
Avila.

444 Juvenile male Cooper’s Hawk
banded 9/18/99 by Peter Woodall;
found dead in garden 9/27/99 near
Muir Beach, Marin Co., CA, by
William Sterling.  “Don’t know what
it hit…had a broken neck”

445 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 12/5/99 by Charles Coronel;
found dead 12/23/99 of unknown
cause in Muir Beach, Marin Co., CA,
by Jeffrey Herbertson; reported by
Fiona Dempster.

446 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 10/4/99 by David Jesus; found
dead 4/11/00 apparently hit by a car
at intersection of Alpine Road and
Highway 280, Portola Valley, Santa
Clara Co., CA, by Wendy von Oech.

447 Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk band-
ed 9/10/99 by Josh Hull; found dead
in desert/marsh area 4/20/00 near in-
tersection of Apple Valley Road and
Highway 18 in Apple Valley, San
Bernardino Co., CA, by Matt
Huffine; reported by Theresa Dowd
of The Lewis Center.

Net-mender , telemetrist, and falcon-trapper
Marion Weeks has maintained the GGRO
Band Recovery Database for the past few years.



OONN  PPEERRCCEEPPTTIIOONN

EVERY HAWKWATCHER’S PERCEPTION of the
Hawkwatch season is different based on which

days he or she happened to be on Hawk Hill.  Fortunate-
ly, I was able to spend a lot of time on Hawk Hill, partic-
ularly early in the season.  My season begins in late July
when Herb Brandt and I get a little too eager for the start
of the migration and we end up sitting in the fog for six
hours, hoping for a little clearing that might reveal an ear-
ly Sharpie or Prairie Falcon.

Every year I tell myself I am not going to sit all day in
the fog on the chance that a couple of raptors may or may
not show up.  Yes, this year, I will go to Abbott’s Lagoon
and work on shorebird identification, or go to Point
Reyes to see vagrant warblers.  And, every year, I find my-
self sitting in the fog with Herb telling him not to expect
me tomorrow because I absolutely refuse to waste anoth-
er day sitting in the fog.

When tomorrow arrives and I am driving across the
Golden Gate Bridge on my way to Point Reyes the Hill
doesn’t look that foggy.  It looks like it might burn off ear-
ly, so I’ll drive up and give it half an hour. If it’s still foggy
after a half an hour, I’ll leave.

You know the story from here: the fog waxes and
wanes, the sun tempts and teases, and the next thing I
know it’s 2 pm, it’s still foggy, and I’m still on the Hill.

As I sit there and curse the fog and tell Herb not to ex-
pect me tomorrow because I absolutely refuse to waste an-
other day sitting in the fog, Herb relates story upon story
of the time the fog was so thick you couldn’t see your
hand in front of your face and then suddenly the fog
cleared and three hundred raptors flew by in an hour.

“Not the first week of August,” I protest.
Herb counters with a tale of a Prairie Falcon or a

Swainson’s Hawk that dropped down out of a thick Au-
gust fog bank and came so close you could feel the rush of
air as it flew by.

I just smile and nod, knowing I’ll be back tomorrow
sitting in the fog just waiting for a glimpse of one or two
birds that will make this all worthwhile. And, as always, I
see a few birds that make it worthwhile.

OONN  NNUUMMBBEERRSS
This was not an unusually foggy season, but it seemed

to start slowly.  Although we can’t draw grand conclu-
sions from one season’s data, each season provides some
noteworthy numbers.  Most noteworthy in 2000 may
have been the Sharp-shinned Hawk total sightings,
2476, versus an average of 4273 between 1992 and
1999. By October, as we still had no big Sharpie flight, it
began to feel as though the migration had passed us by.
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RRAAPPTTOORR--SSIIGGHHTTIINNGGSS  IINN  TTHHEE  
MMAARRIINN  HHEEAADDLLAANNDDSS  DDUURRIINNGG  AAUUTTUUMMNN**

2000 2000 1992–99
Raptor Rate Raptor Average

(Hawks/Hour) Sightings Sightings

Hours 549 525
Turkey Vulture 17.32 9519 7035
Osprey 0.25 138 76
White-tailed Kite 0.11 59 42
Bald Eagle 0.01 6 0
Northern Harrier 1.02 559 665
Sharp-shinned Hawk 4.51 2476 4273
Cooper’s Hawk 3.64 1998 2400
Northern Goshawk <0.01 3 2
Red-shouldered Hawk 0.51 279 240
Broad-winged Hawk .16 89 101
Swainson’s Hawk <0.01 4 3
Red-tailed Hawk 14.11 7750 8379
Ferruginous Hawk 0.04 23 18
Rough-legged Hawk 0.03 14 6
Golden Eagle 0.04 20 16
American Kestrel 0.86 473 614
Merlin 0.19 103 132
Peregrine Falcon 0.32 177 99
Prairie Falcon <0.01 3 5
Unidentified 2.80 1537 1974

TToottaall 4455..99 2255,,223311 2266,,008800

Not to be cited except by permission of the GGRO. 2000 data are
preliminary.

2 0 0 0 H A W K W A T C H R E P O R T [Steven Bauer ]

Overcoming the Addiction or Not
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As much as we all yearn to see some of the less common
species, it is those days of seemingly never-ending
streams of Sharpies floating across the sky that give us a
true sense of migration.

We also had lower than average sightings of Cooper’s
Hawks, American Kestrels, Northern Harriers and Mer-
lins in 2000.  This was balanced out, however, by higher
than average sightings of Osprey, White-tailed Kites, Red-
shouldered Hawks, and Peregrine Falcons.  We do expect
to see fluctuations in overall raptor sightings, but by late
October it seemed that this would be an uneventful
Hawkwatch season.

Then came the last week of October: Ferruginous
Hawks on the 22nd and 23rd, and two on the 24th; the
year’s first Rough-legged Hawk on the 25th; a Bald Eagle
on the 26th; and a Golden Eagle on the 27th.  Over the
next four weeks we had 16 Golden Eagles, five Bald Ea-
gles, 13 Rough-legged Hawks, nine Ferruginous Hawks,
three Northern Goshawks (2 adult, 1 juvenile), and a
Swainson’s Hawk.  There were only four days (not includ-
ing two days of no Hawkwatch due to rain) that did not
get at least one of the glamour species listed above.  Sever-
al days had three glamour species, several had two, and
several had multiple individuals of at least one of the
species, including two days with three Rough-legged
Hawk sightings and a day with four Golden Eagle sight-
ings.  Wow!  So much for uneventful.

I was aware that we were seeing exciting birds almost
every day but, until I looked at the data for these four
weeks, I didn’t realize what a remarkable period it was.

Most raptor activity came to an abrupt halt after
November 19th. The only notable sightings during the
last three weeks of the season were one late Osprey, a
Rough-legged Hawk and three Swainson’s Hawks (of the

four Swainson’s Hawks seen this year two came in
November and two came in December).  Raptor-sight-
ings per day for the season’s last three weeks averaged 124.

The 2000 Hawkwatch season ended with a total of
25,231 raptor sightings compared to an average of 23,126
during 1989-1999. We had almost 4000 more Turkey
Vulture sightings this year compared to the average for
the previous ten years (possibly due to greater diligence in
recording Turkey Vulture sightings the past couple of
years). There were no 1,000-hawk days and only eight
100+ hawks-per-hour days compared to 17 days in 1999,
and 12 in 1998. 

Of course, the numbers don’t tell the whole story.
This season, like all seasons, provided its share of un-
forgettable birds: an adult Northern Goshawk that
showed up at Slacker Blind and flew right over Hawk
Hill; a Sharpie and a Merlin engaged in a mid-air bat-
tle; a Golden Eagle that made a bee-line from Rodeo
Lagoon straight onto the RoboLure at Hawk Blind; a
Prairie Falcon that soared slowly by Fish Rock for long,
close looks; and a Merlin losing its grip on a dragonfly
that was immediately grabbed and eaten by another
Merlin.  These and many other bird behaviors I’ll re-
member long after I’ve forgotten how many Sharpies
we had in 2000. 

My hawkwatching addiction is rooted in the beauty of
the birds and in the excitement and anticipation of never
knowing which species will show up next.  I’m already
looking forward to sitting in the fog with Herb next July
waiting for another memory to fly by.

When he’s not poaching from the South Quadrant or test-driving spot-
ting scopes, Steve Bauer sells Permabound textbooks to unsuspecting
school administrators around the greater Bay Area.

Hawkwatchers and their optics are inseparable. Chris Briggs and Cecily Majerus and their Swarovskis.



[Steven Bauer ]

Tips On
Becoming 
a Better
Hawkwatcher

HAWKWATCHING INVOLVES AT LEAST TWO dis-
tinct but related skills — spotting hawks and

identifying hawks. Improving your raptor identification
skills takes time, but becoming a better spotter can hap-
pen as soon as your next visit to Hawk Hill.

Why do some people seem to have a knack for being
the first to see a hawk?  An experienced hawkwatcher’s re-
sponse can be vague, rarely helpful, and sometimes comi-
cal. I have actually heard a very good hawkwatcher say
that he looks for dark moving objects.  What an epiphany
— all this time I’ve been looking for sky-blue, stationary
objects!

Stand next to Jim Hallisey on a clear October day and
he’ll have called two Sharpies, a juvie Coop and a Pere-
grine Falcon before you have the lens caps off your binoc-
ulars.  Why?  Because he was looking for hawks while you
were fiddling with your binoculars.  Exceptional spotters
simply spend more time actually looking for hawks than
the rest of us.  They scan more frequently and for a longer
duration than those who spot fewer birds.  The most pro-
lific spotters scan the far ridges, the close ridges, and all

the ridges in between.  They scan the sky, the clouds, and
the ocean.  They ‘S’ scan and ‘M’ scan and when they
have covered every coyote bush in their quadrant (and the
other quadrants), they start over.

Exceptional spotters also have another important at-
tribute: they have a positive attitude. They expect to see
birds even on slow days.  I’m not making a New Age
statement about positive mental energy attracting hawks,
just that if you expect to see hawks you will stay more ex-
cited, you will stay focused, and you will scan more. And
the more you scan the more you will see.

Okay, so you’ve decided you’re going to stay focused
and scan more. You’re seeing more birds. Now you’re not
sure whether that speck by the FM Tower is a juvenile
Redtail, a Turkey Vulture, or a Northern Harrier.  Is that
accipiter overhead a male Cooper’s Hawk or a female
Sharpie?  (No magic answers  here but you can tip the
odds in your favor).

Experience is the most important factor for improving
your hawk spotting skill.  A new hawkwatcher often feels
that it will take at least ten years before he or she can con-
sistently identify distant specks and confidently know a
male Coop from a female Sharpie.  You can get a lot of
experience in a year or two if you are willing to put in a
little extra time.

Get onto Hawk Hill as much as possible over the
course of the season (especially on some unscheduled
days).  Force yourself to study each hawk instead of just
identifying it, and you will improve much more quickly
than you realize. The next time you see a raptor, watch it
for as long as possible.  Stay on it from the time you first
notice it as an unidentifiable speck by Hill 88 until it dis-
appears over the Bay Bridge.  If you can’t identify it, ask
for help but continue to study the bird.  Study the depth
and speed of its wingbeats, and note how it changes shape
as it goes from a soar to a glide.  Study its body propor-
tions. Does it appear long-winged or short-winged?  Does
it have a relatively long or short tail?  Are its wings broad,
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In Memoriam
LLOORRII  DDEERRVVIINN  11996611--22000000

LORI CAME TO THE GGRO to be a volunteer
hawkwatcher and a bander in 1997.  She’d re-

cently moved out from the East, leaving behind a job
with Kodak in Rochester, in order to live closer to her
family in Vallejo.  However, the entire community of
Vallejo seemed to become her new work and family as
she took on driving the local Valcore recycling truck,
and doing a hundred other small things from house-
sitting to pet-care, from massage therapy to helping
lead a local hiking group. 

Late last year, volunteer Lori Dervin lost her life
suddenly and tragically in a car accident on Highway

5 in California’s Central Valley.  In mid-December, I
was invited to a celebration of Lori’s life at a city mu-
seum in Vallejo, and was stunned at the effect Lori
had had on the town of Vallejo in just a few years’
time.  I tend to think of the GGRO volunteer com-
mitment as huge – one full day every two weeks – but
Lori made me realize that we were simply part of her
whole life’s theme: creating relationships among peo-
ple, and between people and their surroundings.

Lori gave me the essay on the next page a few years
ago after her initial experiences on Hawk Hill. We’ve
had it up on the GGRO website to offer a deeply per-
sonal response to the Golden Gate hawk migration
alongside all the science and numbers.

– Allen Fish

or narrow and tapered?  Also begin to study the plumage
of each bird and note the differences between and within
species.

It takes a lot of mental energy to do all this.  You may
want to pick a particular species or family group to study
for a day or for half a day.  Study every hawk you see for
four or five minutes.  You will be glad you put in the extra
effort when you start identifying hawks that you can bare-
ly see. 

Another tip: study Red-tailed Hawks as much as you can,
then study them some more. Hawkwatchers sometimes
struggle to identify juvenile Redtails simply because they
spend time initially trying to eliminate all other similar bu-
teos.  Always ask yourself, “Is this buteo a Redtail?” first.

Lighting conditions and color morph can render a Red-

tailed Hawk’s appearance as very light or very dark. A ju-
venile Redtail can look long-tailed, and long and narrow-
winged.  A gliding Redtail can look compact and pointy-
winged.  Study Red-tailed Hawks over and over.  You’re
less likely to confuse them with anything else, and you’re
much more likely to notice when something unusual does
show up.

Finally, if you’re serious about hawkwatching as a long-
term hobby, invest in the best binoculars you can afford.
You’ll see distant birds more clearly and you’ll enjoy the
close birds that much more.   It takes time and effort to
become a skilled hawkwatcher, but you can speed up the
process by getting on Hawk Hill more often and increas-
ing your level of concentration. I can think of worse ways
to spend the weekend.

Steve says, “as long as you can see the hawkdot, don’t take your binos down.” Hawkwatchers Wallis Smith,
Ardith Betts, Lynn Jesus, Leslie Tribe, and Kim Meyer take him at his word. [HAWKWATCH PHOTOS BY DAVID JESUS]
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FOR THOREAU IT WAS WALDEN. For me it is
Hawk Hill.  My first encounter with raptors was

awhile back.
On a long, strenuous bike ride, I was looking for a peace-

ful rest stop and found much more.  I stumbled onto a
mildly populated observation platform on Braddock’s Bay
in Hamlin, NY.  In typical hawkwatcher fashion the group
generously shared their equipment, expertise and raptor
passion with me.  Thus prepared, I ventured a skyward
gaze.  What a site to behold, a swirling maze of hundreds of
huge, wide-winged birds, and numerous smaller birds flit-
ting about.   (Now with GGRO’s introductory training, I
can easily identify these as not-so-huge Broad-winged
Hawks and Sharp-shinned Hawks.)  Beginners luck moved
my binoculars to yet another find — a monstrous, long-
winged, golden-naped bird — yes, a Golden Eagle.

I pedaled away, a tear in my eye, consumed with won-
der, awe and respect.  The seed had been dropped.

Sometime later, I’m sitting on a hill, in a contemplative
moment with melancholy leanings, I was offered a spec-
tacular raptor viewing.  In my peripheral vision I ob-
served a large bird stop in mid-air.  Its fanned wing and
tail feathers captured the sunlight in a dazzling display.
(From GGRO trainings, I’d later learn this was a still-
ingRedtail.) 

The seed germinated.
It was time for me to sprout, time to study these won-

derful creatures.  I timidly inquired about GGRO’s hawk-
watching program and, to my delight, found it to be the
perfect opportunity.  The organized, fun-filled training
sessions flooded my head with more facts and details than
any one person should try to juggle, especially me.  I left
feeling very excited and somewhat terrified of the first day
on Hawk Hill. 

Thankfully, advanced hawkwatchers are a welcoming
bunch and gladly took me under their wings. This disori-
ented fledgling quickly adapted to the new surroundings
and efficient monitoring routine on Hawk Hill.  During
that long hour when your only sighting is a single Turkey
Vulture, you can occupy your time with a multitude of
activities.  I, personally, could sit for hours and hours just
looking: looking down through the Golden Gate Bridge
at the colorful spinnaker sails of a fleet race dotting the
bay, watching a tugboat guide a humongous tanker back
out to sea, tracing the vertical outline of the Farallon Is-

lands or just observing the prominent color currently per-
vading the landscape.  I also used this time to review the
landmarks — Mt. Diablo, Kirby Cove, Angel Island, Al-
catraz, Mt. Tamalpais.  Some hawkwatchers have even
spotted Elvis.

We get to hang out on a spectacular vantage point.
I had the good fortune to be assigned to a superb hawk-

watching team with an excellent dayleader/coach. My
new biweekly family became my mentors and friends;
they even got me out of a few jams.

Shorts seemed appropriate in the Southern Quadrant
— a sunbather’s paradise — but a ridiculous choice for
the arctic wind blasts and swirling fog in the Northern
Quadrant.  Microclimates!  Now I get it!  A well-prepared
fellow raptor groupie briefly teased me and then provided
me with windpants and a cup of hot chocolate. What a
supportive gang.

And then comes peak!  One hundred-plus-raptors-an-
hour buzzing right on by!   I was amazed at all the train-
ing session facts that popped into my head, enabling me
to identify a few of those raptors.  The energy and excite-
ment on those busy days vibrates the air.  Enthusiasm rips
through the area when a rare species is sighted, a North-
ern Goshawk or a Rough-legged Hawk.  A raptor rush.
The perfectly lit wing windows of a juvenile Red-tailed
Hawk sent me dancing through the quadrants.  I often
had this need to stay with a bird; watching it soar, glide,
turn, dive, and perch.  I was like a bad soccer player al-
ways out of position and after the ball.  My coach gently
called me back to the task at hand.

What a kick it is to identify 10 or more raptor species
in one day!  Just when you think your identification skills
are up to par you are tested.   And tested again with the
GGRO Accipiter Study, aka, a lesson in being humble.
“Unidentified accipiter” is an acceptable answer.   Over
and over again I experienced moments of rapture with the
raptors.  I gladly choose to spend my time with GGRO in
their fabulous setting with such delightful people.

The seed has dropped, germinated, sprouted and now
grows to great heights.  You, too, can become a part of
this amazing program and help save precious wildlife and
wilderness areas.

“THE GREAT WILDERNESS AREAS, DESIGNATED FOR
PERPETUATION OF THE INTANGIBLE QUALITIES OF NATURE,

MUST BE GIVEN APPROPRIATE USE AND INTERPRETATION, AND
COMPLETE PROTECTION.” 

—Ansel Adams

[Lori Dervin ]

A Hawkwatchers’ Account
“THE CLEAR REALITIES OF NATURE SEEN WITH THE INNER EYE OF THE SPIRIT REVEAL THE ULTIMATE ECHO OF GOD.” 

—Ansel Adams
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FERRUGINOUS HAWKS, GOLDEN EAGLES and an occasional Rough-Legged Hawk
visit the San Francisco Bay Area during late fall and winter, and some of the best
viewing opportunities for these raptors occur in and around the Altamont Pass re-

gion (including Lake Del Valle to the south). This area offers interesting geographic and
ecological settings, serving as a gateway between the Bay Area and the Central Valley. The
Altamont Pass area is also a prime wind energy resource area recognizable by the lines of
wind turbines arrayed across its hills. Unfortunately, the turbine blades represent a hazard
to the area’s visiting and resident large aerial predators.

P  e  r  e  g  r  i  n  a  t  i  o  n  s !

D O  Y O U  H AV E  A  FAV O R I T E  R A P TO R  H OT- S P OT  I N  C A L I F O R N I A ?  S E N D  I T  I N !

Altamont Pass in Winter
Mike Weber

Windy ridgelines, abundant ground squirrels, and a relative lack of human development make the Altamont a
rich raptor region in migration and winter seasons especially. [ALL PEREGRINATION PHOTOS BY MIKE WEBER]



RAPTORS SEEN OFTEN
(in large numbers):
• Red-tailed Hawk

• American Kestrel — of-
ten seen hovering or flying
near ridgelines, perched on
poles, posts, and wires

RAPTORS SEEN OFTEN
(moderate to small num-
bers):
• Northern Harrier — of-
ten seen between Moun-
tain House and Byron

• Ferruginous Hawk —
good prospects include
area south of Patterson
Pass Road, Patterson Pass
Road east of the pass, area
between Mountain House
and Byron

• Golden Eagle — often
seen near west end of Arm-
strong Rd.

RAPTORS SEEN OFTEN
(typically only in specific
areas):
• White-tailed Kite —
more likely to be seen
along I-580 west of pass in
late afternoon than within
Altamont Pass area during
middle of day

• Bald Eagle — often seen
near nest site at shore of
Lake Del Valle

RAPTORS SEEN 
OCCASIONALLY 
• Red-shouldered Hawk — not surprisingly, sightings
appear to be most likely near creeks: portions of Patter-
son Pass Road both east and west of the pass, along By-
ron Highway near Mountain House Creek, or near Alta-
mont Pass Road as it parallels Altamont Creek.

• Rough-legged Hawk–Tundra-breeding Roughlegs 
arrive late in the autumn, around November, to the Alta-
mont region, and may stay until early March.

RAPTORS SEEN RARELY:
Prairie Falcon — I am not aware of any one location
where Prairie Falcons are most likely to be seen; sited one
perched along Patterson Pass Road, one above Altamont
Pass Road, and one flying to a power pylon near the west

end of Armstrong Road.

BEST VIEWING SEASON:
My experience here has
been limited to fall and win-
ter, the most likely time to
see Ferruginous Hawks and
large numbers of Redtails of
a variety of color morphs.
(Nov-ember through Febru-
ary is probably the best bet).
Many raptors nest in the Al-
tamont region also. These
include Red-tailed Hawk,
American Kestrel, Prairie
Falcon, Northern Harrier,
and Golden Eagle. A single
Bald Eagle pair has nested at
Lake Del Valle for the past
few years. Please treat all
nesting raptors with great
distance and respect.

DIRECTIONS:
I-580 provides freeway ac-
cess to the local roads lead-
ing to the most rewarding
observing sites.

SPECIFIC AREAS
Lake Del Valle
The most direct route from
I-580 follows Vasco Road
south to its terminus, con-
tinues to the right (west)
along Tesla Road, to the left
(south) along Mines Road,
then upward out of the val-
ley and to the right on Del
Valle Road.

Lake del Valle is the nearest
location to the ‘inner’ San

Francisco Bay Area where Bald Eagles currently nest and
can be seen regularly in the winter.  Red-tailed Hawks
are common.  American Kestrels are often seen. Golden
Eagles are present from time to time. The lake appears to
support a much greater variety of general bird life than
many of the other sites I describe in this article.

To search for Bald Eagles, turn right just after the en-
trance kiosk and park near the boat launch. The best
views of soaring raptors are from the open vantage point
of the parking lot.  A trail leads north/northwest from
the launch area, along the northeast side of the lake.
The Bald Eagle nest site is located in a large pine tree on
the upper hillside, almost directly across the lake from
Hetch Hetchy Camp.  I have seen perched Bald Eagles at
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A Ferruginous Hawk hunts among the turbines.
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Lake del Valle in the general vicinity of this nest tree.  (I
have never visited during nesting season.)

As you walk along the trail, the distances, pine-en-
shrouded branches and lighting conditions can make
naked-eye acquisition of a perched adult surprisingly dif-
ficult.  The trail isn’t particularly challenging, so lugging
a scope and tripod would be worthwhile.  If the eagle is
near the nest site, a narrow spit of sand below Hetch
Hetchy Camp (a popular fishing spot) is a good viewing
area.  Hopefully, though, you will have an opportunity
to see one or more Bald Eagles in flight.

Patterson Pass Area
The west end of Patterson Pass Road can be accessed
from I-580 via Greenville Road,
one exit east of Vasco Road.  The
Midway area can be accessed from
I-580 via Grant Line Road (east)
and Midway Road (south).  In be-
tween, Patterson Pass Road can be
accessed from Altamont Pass Road
to the north via Carroll, North Fly-
nn and South Flynn Roads, or from
Tesla Road to the south via Cross Road.

Patterson Pass Road extends east from the
edge of Lawrence Livermore Laboratories at
Greenville Road to just east of the San Joaquin
County line, then north toward Byron Highway. 

The odds of seeing raptors increase once the road
rises towards the pass. East of the Cross Road, Pat-
terson Pass Road narrows and the yellow centerline
disappears. From here to the flat section approach-
ing Midway Road, the combination of a narrow
roadway, the road’s curves and occasional cyclists
make it imperative to drive, very, very carefully.
Avoid stopping unless there is adequate space to
pull off.

This is a prime soaring area for Redtails above the
hills.  American Kestrels are often seen perched
along the side of the road and occasionally seen in
flight or kiting higher up the slopes.  There are
pulloffs at the top of the pass on both sides of the
road.  I recommend the one on the north side (the
left side as you travel eastward), because (unlike the
right side) it does not block access to a private road,
and does not require passengers to cross the road to
see the view.  The view is reasonably unobstructed,
down and out to the north and east.  Walking a
dozen yards or so back down the hill to see a view
of the hillsides west of the pass.  Model-glider pilots
sometimes use this site and, when temperatures are
moderate and winds are not excessive, cyclists take
advantage of this challenging and well-paved (albeit
narrow) route. 

As the road snakes down, levels off, then straightens out,
watch for large, soaring buteos among the wind turbines
and hillside slopes.  Ferruginous Hawks are often present
and Prairie Falcons are a possibility.  You can pull off the
road for a binocular-sweep at the entrance to Gate #9
(15025 Patterson Pass Road), located along a ‘false flat’
on the south side of the road (right side if traveling east)
about half way down the east side of the pass. 

I have not explored Patterson Pass Road east of Midway.
Just past the Midway Electrical Substation I turn left
(northward) onto Midway Road to access the raptor-rich
area between Mountain House and Byron.  American
Kestrels and Loggerhead Shrikes can be plentiful here.
Check the power pylons for Ferruginous Hawks or
Golden Eagles among the Red-tailed Hawks and Ameri-
can Kestrels.  The hills often seem to crawl with ground
squirrels, reason enough for the larger mammal-eating
raptors to hang out here. Shrikes are also seen here and
elsewhere on the east side of the hills.

You will come to a T-intersection shortly after crossing
underneath I-580.  Bear right onto Grant Line Road,
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and turn left (northward) onto Mountain House Road.
You’ll see a café on the near left corner as you make the
turn. 

Between Mountain House and Byron
The most direct access from I-580 is the Grant Line
Road exit.

The southern portion of Mountain House Road winds
past another wind farm. This is interesting scenery, but
with limited sitelines.  The terrain eventually flattens and
the views open up.  Take a left on Kelso Road.  Drive
slow, and carefully, to search for Ferruginous Hawks,
Golden Eagles and other raptors.  The local roadways
west of Mountain House Road and southwest of Byron
Highway are relatively straight and traffic is virtually
nonexistent.  A few sections of these roads, however, do
include shallow crests, valleys, and occasional turns that
limit sitelines.  Shoulders are generally absent, and road-
side fences and shallow ditches limit your ability to pull
off of the road.

Once you reach the western terminus of Kelso Road at
Bruns Road, you can turn left towards Christinsen Road
and Bethany Reservoir, head straight toward the Delta
Pumping Station, or head north on Bruns Road. The
most eye-catching sights I’ve seen along either of the first
two routes are the large kettles of gulls above the reser-
voir.

At its northern terminus, Bruns Road intersects Byron
Highway, perhaps the most heavily traveled road among
the routes described here. The wooden poles along this

road from Grant Line Road to Byron Hot
Springs Road – the only segment I’ve ex-
plored – seem to be popular perches for
Red-tailed Hawks and occasional Ameri-
can Kestrels.  A left turn off Bruns Road
takes you over a channel connecting
Bethany Reservoir and Clifton Court
Forebay.  North Bruns Way – a hard left
from Byron Highway just north of that
crossing – is a dead-end road but makes
for a brief but potentially worthwhile side
trip.  The dead-end is a nice spot to scan
the low hills and sky.

Holey Road is immediately northwest of
North Bruns Road along Byron Highway
and transitions into Byron Hot Springs
Road.  Travel east to reach Byron Hot
Springs Road.  A left turn takes you to
some Northern-Harrier-friendly areas.
The southern terminus of the publicly-ac-
cessible portion of this road is located near
a ranch home, perhaps not the best place
for a large group of observers to spend an
extended period searching the hillsides.

Back at the western leg of Holey Road, a quick left-right
jog takes you north along Byron Hot Springs Road.  Af-
ter passing Byron Airport on your left, turn left (west)
onto Armstrong Road. The road surface between Byron
Hot Springs Road and the airport entrance was recently
paved, but it deteriorates rapidly as you travel west.  This
stretch is another haven for perched American Kestrels,
and I’ve seen several shrikes here during my last couple
of visits.

Turn from west to south and check the poles for larger
perched raptors. After a short rise where the road transi-
tions to gravel, look to the shallow valley ahead of you
and to your left (east). Look for perched raptors on the
fenceposts ahead of you.

The turnout near the gate is the westernmost end of the
publicly accessible portion of this road. This is a good
stopping point.  Close pass-bys occur from time to time,
but a scope can be nearly as useful a tool here as it is on
Hawk Hill.  Golden Eagles are seen here routinely (if
they haven’t already been seen further up the road), and
Ferruginous Hawks are common. (Not surprisingly,
ground squirrels appear to be more abundant here than
along any other portion of the route described so far.)
Do not neglect the lower rolling hills to the northwest
towards and beyond Vasco Road, and look for perched
raptors on power pylons along the ridge to the west, on
wooden fence posts to your south (not just those nearest
to you at the turnout) and, of course, on the ground.

I typically take Byron Highway southeast to Mountain
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A male American Kestrel hunts from one of the many miles of
powerline perchs in the Altamont.
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House Road south on my return, although other options
are available (e.g., taking Byron Highway northwest to
Vasco Road south).

Altamont Pass Road
Altamont Pass Road can be accessed from the east via the
Grant Line Road exit, or from the west via the
Greenville Road exit.

Altamont Pass Road travels north of and below I-580, de-
scending to the Livermore Valley as it passes through a
hodge-podge of wind turbines at the top and Altamont
Creek at the bottom. It is potentially a worthwhile alter-
nate to I-580 for your return to the Bay Area. However,
the steep hills on either side of the road cut down the
light during certain times of day, particularly during late
fall and early winter. The late afternoon sun may hit you
straight in the eyes as you travel west/southwest on this
road. This is classic Red-tailed-Hawk-soaring-above-
ridge-or-along-hillside terrain, and it also attracts Ameri-
can Kestrels. I have rarely seen the largest mammal-eating
raptors here, but I have seen a Prairie Falcon.  If you’ve al-
ready chosen to include Altamont Pass Road in your
route, Dyer Road (which extends north from Altamont
Pass Road just west of the landfill entrance) is a brief,
worthwhile side-trip, especially if your looking for west-

facing slopes to scan in the mid-to-late-afternoon hours.

Subhead
There’s a dangerous mix at the top of the Altamont: a
large wind energy resource area and one of the greater
concentrations of large raptors in the Lower 48. Golden
Eagle deaths from turbine blade, tower, and line strikes
are well documented here and, unfortunately, not at all
rare. The following are various resources I have recently
come across on this subject, provided without warranty:

• CATO.  [No date.]  Renewable Energy - Not Cheap, Not Green
[http://www.cato.org/pubs/pas/pa-280.html]

• National Wind Coordinating Committee.  1999.  Studying Wind Energy-
Bird Interactions - A Guidance Document.
[http://www.nationalwind.org/pubs/default.htm]

• Predatory Bird Research Group.  1999.  A Population Study of Golden Eagles
in the Altamont Pass Wind Resource Area - Population Trend Analysis, 1994-
97.  (NREL/SR-500 260920). [http://www2.ucsc.edu/~scpbrg/]

• Toronto Renewable Energy Cooperative.  [No date.]  Potential Impacts Of
Wildlife/Wind Turbine Interactions [http://www.trec.on.ca/Wildlife.html]

• Wind Energy Weekly.  1998.  Proposed Repowering May Cut Avian Deaths in
Altamont.  #816 (September 28, 1998).  [http://www.awea.org/wew/816-
1.html]

A seven-year GGRO veteran, Mike Weber runs the Saturday I Hawk-
watch team, and moonlights in environmental consulting as an air
quality & noise specialist.

Flocks of Turkey Vultures occasionally contain a Golden Eagle or two, unlike this one. But check anyway.
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SUPERVISED IN THE FIELD BY OUR THIRTY-EIGHT DAYLEADERS, ASTERISKED BELOW, AND DESERVING OF GREAT CREDIT. 

The Pacific Raptor Report is the annual newsletter of the
Golden Gate Raptor Observatory, but we also welcome any
raptorial articles based in the Pacific States.  The Pacific
Raptor Report is published once each year by the GGRO, a
cooperative program of the Golden Gate National Parks
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en Gate Raptor Observatory, Building 201, Ft. Mason, San
Francisco, CA 94123.  (415) 331-0730/fax (415) 331-
7521/ggro@ggnpa.org.  Our website is www.ggro.org.
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